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Considering  the  adverse  circumstances  against  which  it  had  to 
contend,  the  trade  of  the  Canton  consular  district  during  1916  was 
fairly  satisfactory.  Among  the  principal  disturbing  factors  were 
political  troubles,  the  fluctuating  currency,  and  the  world  w^ar. 

Much  political  unrest  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  yeav  naturally 
affected  trade.  Merchants  refused  to  replenish  stocks  and  fresh  sup- 
plies received  through  previous  contracts  were  allowed  to  remain  in 
foreign  warehouses,  the  result  being  a  storage  congestion  and  a  con- 
sequent temporary  embargo  on  shipments  for  this  port.  In  August 
order  was  restored,  and  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year  there 
was  a  brisk  revival  of  commerce. 

Currency  and  Exchange  Fluctuate. 

The  currency  of  Canton  is  Hongkong  bank  notes,  with  some  silver 
dollars  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  small  coin  dollars.  The  rates 
between  these  fluctuated  frequently.  At  the  beginning  of  1916  silver 
dollars  were  at  a  discount  of  4  per  cent  compared  with  notes,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year  notes  were  at  a  discount  of  from  5  to  T  per 
cent  compared  with  silver  dollars,  an  average  difference  of  10  per 
cent  in  value  during  the  12  months.  Small  coin  dollars  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1916  were  at  a  discount  of  from  15  to  18  per  cent,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  year  they  had  increased  in  value  to  only  4  per  cent  dis- 
count. The  Canton  branch  of  the  Bank  of  China  suspended  business 
on  April  15,  1916.  and  remained  closed  through  the  year.  With  the 
money  market  so  uncertain,  and  with  so  much  discredited  paper  cur- 
rency, great  uneasiness  was  felt  in  commercial  circles  and  the  trans- 
action of  business  became  unsatisfactory  and  hazardous.  The  Prov- 
inces of  this  district  appear  urgently  to  require  a  reformed  banking 
and  currency  sj^stem  to  finance  trade  and  to  restore  confidence  in  the 
money  markets  of  the  native  trade  centers. 

The  world  war  affected  Canton's  trade  by  increasing  the  cost  of  all 
foreign  goods,  which  influenced  considerably  the  prices  of  native 
commodities.  Exports  suffered  from  the  high  exchange ;  imports 
would  have  been  greatly  benefited  but  for  lack  of  tonnage  and  higli 
freight  rates. 

"  The  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  used  in  this  supplement  is  $0.6i2  for  1915  and  $0.8283 
for   1916. 

"  A  preliminary  report  on  the  commerce  of  Canton  in  1916  was  published  in  Supple- 
ment No.  52a,  Apr.  6,   1917. 
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Trade  with  Principal  Countries. 

The  foreign  comiiicrcc  of  Canton  was  confined  to  comparatively 
few  countries  during  the  past  two  years,  as  shown  by  the  following 
table : 


Countries. 


Gross  imports  of 
foreign  goods. 


1915 


1916 


Exports  (including  reex- 
ports of  Chinese  goods). 


1916 


Total. 


French  Indo-China 

Hongkong 

Japasi  (including  Formosa).. 

Macao 

United     States     (including 

Hawaii) 

All  otlier  countries 

Total 


$231,949 

15,031,145 

206,980 

221, 750 

181,56-1 
1,476 


$536,216 

19,730,083 

323,816 

463, 121 

432, 428 

187 


$25,543,0:6 

9,070 

230, 0S6 


$45, 068, 629 

8, 467 

541,016 


$231,949 

40,634,171 

216,050 

451.846 

181, 564 
1,476 


$536, 216 

64, 798, 712 

332,283 

1,004,137 

432,428 
187 


15,934,864 


25, 782, 192 


45,618,112     41,717,056  |  67,103,963 


Summary  of  Maritime  Customs  Statistics. 

The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  Canton,  expressed  in  United  States 
currency,  increased  fi'om  $(>3,536,124  in  1915  to  $90,352,342  in  1916, 
a  gain  of  42  per  cent ;  expressed  in  HaikAvan  taels,  the  1916  total  was 
108,000,000,  or  7,000,000  taels  more  than  the  average  net  value  of  the 
past  10  years  and  1,000,000  taels  above  the  record  year  1913. 
Although  this  showing  is  due  chiefly  to  the  appreciation  in  value  of 
the  commodities  imported  and  exported,  it  is  noteworthy  under  the 
circumstances  prevailing  during  the  year  and  presages  a  considerable 
expansion  when  conditions  return  to  normal. 

The  accompanjdng  table  summarizes  the  trade  of  the  port  during 
1915  and  1916,  the  figures  being  from  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs : 


Imports  and  exports. 


1915 


Imports  and  exports. 


Imports  of  foreign  goods: 
From  foreign  coun- 
tries and  Hongkong 
From  Chinese  ports. 

Total  foreign  im- 
ports  , 


$15,934,864     821,48.5,851 
480, 815  707, 407 


16, 415, 679       22, 193, 2.5S 


Reexports     of     foreign 
goods: 
To  foreign  countries 

and  Hongkong 

To  Chinese  ports 


225, 411 
356, 036 


Total   foreign   re- 
exports  


581, 497 


Net  total  foreign 
imports 


15, 834, 182 


Imports  of  Chinese  pro- 
ducts  


18, 784, 448 


449, 544 
998, 440 


1,447,984 


20,  745, 274 


19,941,759 


Reexports    of    Chinese 
products: 
To  foreign  countries. , 
To  (Chinese  ports 


S1.W,&32 
544, 2S2 


-?329,400 
595,  778 


Total  Chinese   re- 
exports  


694,914 


Net  total  Chinese 
imports 


18, 0S9, 534 


19,016,581 


E.xports  of  Chinese  pro- 
ducts of  local  origin: 
To  foreign  countries. . 
To  Chinese  ports 


25,631,560 
3,980,848 


4.5, 2SS,  712 
5,301,775 


Total   exports 
local  origin . . 


of 


29, 612, 408 


50, 590, 487 


Gross  value  of  the  trade 
of  the  port 


64,812,535 


92, 725, 504 


Net  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  port 


63, 536, 124 


90,352,342 


Leading  Articles  Imported. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $4,911,092  in  the  net  value  of  imports  of 
foreign  goods  into  this  district  in  1916,  but  a  decrease  of  826,264 
taels,  the  gain  in  terms  of  United  States  currency  being  due  to  the 
difference  in  exchange.  Opium  imports  declined  by  more  than 
2,100,000  taels,  so  that  all  otlier  articles  advanced  by  about  1,300,000 
taels  over  1915. 
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The  follo^yin2;  table  states  the  values  of  the  principal  commodities 
in. ported  into  Canton  during  the  past  two  years: 


Articles. 


COTTOX  GOODS. 

Blankets 

Drills 

Dyed: 

Brocades 

Cambrics,    lavTis,     and 

muslins 

Italians,  plain — 

Colored 

Fast  black 

Reps  and  ribs,  plain  and 

figured 

Shirtings  and  sheetings, 

plain 

Flamiels 

Handkcrchieis •. 

Jeans 

Lenos  and  balzarines 

Printed       chintzes,      plain 

prints,  and  shirtings 

Shirtings,  plain: 

Grav 

Wliite 

T-cloths 

Thread 

Towels 

Velvets  and  velveteens 

Yam: 

D  y  e  d,  mercerized,  and 

gassed 

Indian 

Japanese 

MISCELLAKEOUS  PIECE  GOODS. 

Canvas 

Cotton  duck 

Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures: 

Alpacas,  lusters,  Orleans, 

and  Sicilians,  plain  ana 

figured 

Tweeds  and  serges 

Union  and  poncho  cloth . 
Woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Camlets,  English 

Lastings,  plain,  figured, 

and  craped 

Spanish  stripes 

METALS. 

Brass  and  yellow  metal: 

Sheets  and  plates 

Wire 

Copper: 

Ingots  and  slabs 

Sheets  and  plates 

Wire 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new: 

Angles 

Bars 

Cobbles  and  wire  shorts . . 

Nail  rod 

NaOs,  wire 

Sheets  and  plates 

Iron,  galvanized:  Wire 

Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars 

Steel:  Bars 

Tinned  plates 

White  metal  sheets  and  ingots 

SUNDRIES. 

Ammonia,  sulphate  of 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Aventurine 

Awabi 


$2(5, 403 
22, 49S 


88,925 
49, 153 

82, 819 

56,162 

193,836 

13, 5S2 

5,760 

70,084 

66,791 

162, 589 

656,975 

57, 845 

1,430 

90,383 

21,179 


59,424 
757,475 
582, 926 


9,616 

106, 802 


18, 170 
2,150 
4,179 

27, 585 
11,904 

36,397 
7,678 


70, 987 
4,321 

38,981 
4,178 
4,088 

9,852 

37,162 

4,389 

10,124 

42, 748 

23,090 

7,627 

159,236 

13,685 

129, 257 

13,080 


69,021 
15,654 
41,539 


f 29, 499 
26,988 

16, 877 

36, 291 

143, 977 
43,922 

97,118 

42,171 
176,898 
19,082 
9,107 
52, 797 

41,914 

178, 500 
608,817 
58,203 
10,274 
77,840 
19, 430 


91,369 
972,906 
617,770 


3,549 
170,685 


23,076 
3,362 
13,582 

9,156 
15, 031 

56, 559 
2,725 


86,346 
4,470 

43 
6,381 
5,403 

6,035 
54,973 
11,206 
19,510 
82,913 
17,808 
22, 403 
188,776 

7,703 
166,957 

8,103 


39, 246 
32, 262 
49, 42:3 
56,985 


Articles. 


SUNDRIES— continued. 


Barley 

Beans 

Bedsteads 

Belting,  machine 

Biscuits 

Books,  foreign 

Borax,  crude 

Bottles,  empty 

Building  materials,  n.  e.  s . . . 

Butter 

Buttons,  fancy 

Caps  and  hats,  foreign 

Carborundum  grains 

Cement 

China  ware,  coarse 

Cigarettes: 

First  quality 

Second  quality 

Cigars 

Ctmiamon 

Clocks 

Coal: 

Hongay 

Japan 

Dust,  Hongay 

Confectionery 

Covers,  bed  and  table 

Crucibles 

Cuttlefish 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints: 

Aniline 

Bronze  powder 

Cunao,  or  false  gambler. . 

Indigo,  liquid 

Vermilion,  imitation 

Eggs,  fresh 

Electrical  materials 

Emery  cloth  and  sandpaper. . 
Enameled  ironware: 

Basins 

Bowls,  cups,  and  mugs . . 
Fish: 

Dried 

Salt 

Flour: 

Wheat,  etc 

Rice 

Furniture  and  materials 

Garter  webbing,  elastic 

Ginseng: 

Clarified  and  crude — 

American 

Korean 

Native 

Wild 

Glass: 

Broken 

riate— 

Silvered ...   

Unsilvered 

Window,  common 

Gloves 

Graphophones  and  accesso- 
ries  

Groundnuts 

Hardware 

Hosiery 

Jade  stone 

Lamps  and  lampware 

Leather: 

Calf,   kid,   patent,   and 
colored 

Sole 

Liquid  fuel 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli . 

Machinery  and  parts 

Matches ,  wood :  Japanese — 


$10,003 
(") 

10,301 
0,284 
10,0',)6 
0, 658 
4,647 
22,026 
24,755 
5,012 
7,416 
2!,:309 
22,911 
59, 514 
31,565 

56,913 
24*, 090 
13.991 
22,  S-'Ol 
37,150 

140,004 

198,836 

91,306 

5,110 

12,252 

3,0S1 

229,216 

79, 470 
9,537 

37, 182 

88, 499 
0,249 
6,192 

75, 469 
3,236 

35, 496 
20,303 

10,077 
468, 799 

113,6.30 
8,  Oil 
19,104 
13,045 


8,315 
46,843 
16,345 

5,952 

10,839 

19, 703 
14,639 
24,094 

2,878 

8,122 
41,878 
21,178 
10, 424 
130,564 
15, 70J 


24, 788 
41.027 
23,009 

105, 2S5 
95, 453 

188, 079 


S18, 467 

18,305 

8,598 

9,719 

10,447 

5,989 

4,834 

25, 127 

26,044 

9,155 

10,324 

21,959 

22,157 

147,348 

40, 516 

48,002 
659,499 
12, 763 
19,186 
23,476 

133,538 

327,302 

9,080 

7,569 

15,126 

5,998 

276,488 

74,982 
14,877 
30,644 

2,176 
14,174 
17,837 
157, 653 

5,279 

34,982 
6,152 

72,367 
739,927 

94,514 
3,188 
20,494 
20,639 


933 
49,413 
10,824 
8,125 

9,617 

13,630 
25,132 
67,089 
3,420 

7,528 
43,030 
34,095 
10,320 
181,138 
23,991 


30, 471 
52,902 
47,604 

105,036 
44, 433 

162,739 


a  Not  separately  stated. 
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Articles. 


SUNDRIES— continued. 

Match-making  materials: 

Chlorate  of  potash 

Wood- 
Shavings 

Splints 

Medicines 

Milk,  condensed 

Molasses 

Oats,  rolled 

Oils: 

Castor 

Engine 

Kerosene — 

American 

American,  in  bulk. . 

Borneo,  in  bulk 

Burma 

Japanese 

Sumatra 

Sumatra,  in  bulk . . . 

Opium 

Paper,  printing: 

Calendered  and  sized . . . 
TJncalendered   and   un- 
sized  

Photographic  materials 

Rattans: 

Core 

Whole 

Recreation  requisites 

Rico 

Sandalwood 

Sandalwood  cuttings 

Seeds: 

Apricot 

Melon 

Sesame 

Singlets  and  drawers:   Mix- 
tures  


1915 


$14,244 

7,99S 
14, 552 
237, 629 
0:},028 
58, 107 


7,001 
37,044 

247,211 
507,234 
179,060 


12,954 

39,063 

340, 132 

1,955,081 

15, 290 

208,941 
11,052 

19, 497 

228, 190 

9,804 

687, 661 

23,383 

9,201 

6,054 


202, 421 


S23,864 

11,141 
15,529 
350, 287 
70,615 
56,095 
8,000 

3,424 
31,341 

1,513,341 

910, 554 

202,388 

65, 114 

17,866 

60,207 

430,005 

884, 458 

17, 788 

170, 157 
18, 573 

82,618 

303, 601 

21,627 

2, 065, 745 

22,624 

7,284 

10, 288 
46, 495 
10,977 

190, 106 


Articles. 


sxjNDRiES— continued . 

Soap: 

Bar 

Toilet  and  fancy 

Socks, cotton: 

First  quality 

Second  quality 

Soda: 

Ash 

Nitrate 

Stationery 

Stockfish 

Stores,  household,  n .  e.  s . . 


Sugar: 

Brown 

White 

Refined 

Sulphur,  crude 

Tea: 

Black 

Green 

Stalk :., 

Telegraph  and  telephone  ma- 
terials   , 

Timber:  Planks,  hardwood. 

Tobacco,  prepared 

Toilet  requisites 

Umbrellas,       covers      and 

frames,  and  parts , 

Vegetables 

Wax: 

Japan 

Parafiin 

White 

Wines,  beer,  spirits,  etc 

All  other  articles 


Net  total  foreign  im- 
ports  


$93, 872 
■     5,701 

•3,783 
24,  .370 

25,985 
19, 368 
12,069 
34, 651 
40, 849 

19,979 

997,020 

95, 450 


87, 135 
20,506 
11,705 

40, 855 
1,731 
8,331 

14, 138 

58,575 
15, 925 


1916 


10, 635 

56,549 

1, 774, 375 


1102,901 
17,204 

4,268 
30,900 

17, 192 
102,040 
22, 503 
38,861 
35, 177 

30,951 

1,029,461 

157,006 

42,807 

125,664 
45,486 
17, 582 

9,952 
14,338 
46,995 
21,785 

51,772 
6,505 

11,133 
121, 437 

25,208 

102, 431 

2, 184, 810 


0,745,274 


Review  of  Cotton  Goods  Trade. 

Imports  of  cotton  goods  decreased  in  1916  by  about  $800,000,  or  IS 
per  cent,  but  the  reduction  in  quantities  of  the  principal  articles  will 
better  illustrate  the  decline  in  this  trade.  English  gray  shirtings 
decreased  from  90,000  to  71,000  pieces,  or  about  20  per  cent;  English 
plain  white  shirtings,  245,000  to  150,000  pieces,  or  about  36  per  cent; 
T  cloths,  38,000  to  27,000  pieces,  or  29  per  cent;  cambrics,  18,000  to 
2,500  yards,  or  86  per  cent;  lenos  and  balzarines,  48,000  to  26,000 
pieces,  or  40  per  cent. 

English  drills  increased  from  5.500  to  6,000  pieces;  American 
drills,  from  30  to  155  pieces.  English  jeans  remained  at  about  2,300 
pieces.  Plain  cotton  prints  fell  from  45,000  to  17,000  pieces,  or  62 
per  cent;  Turkey-reds,  4,600  to  3,000  yards,  or  35  per  cent;  dyed 
cottons,  18  per  cent;  shirtings,  dyed  and  plain,  47  per  cent;  flannel- 
ettes, 87,000  to  63,000  pieces,  or  27  per  cent;  cotton  blankets,  43,000 
to  36,000  pieces,  or  17  per  cent;  handkerchiefs,  80,500  to  60,000  dozen, 
or  20  per  cent;  towels,  351,000  to  207,000  dozen,  or  41  per  cent;  and 
velvets  and  velveteens,  93  per  cent.  Both  Indian  and  Japanese  cot- 
ton yarn  declined,  the  former  by  382,000  pounds,  or  6  per  cent,  and 
the  latter  by  1,296,000  pounds,  or  30  per  cent.  On  account  of  the 
shortage  in  the  Chinese  product,  Japanese  handkerchiefs  increased 
from  1,770  to  4,082  dozen  and  towels  from  2,000  to  207,600  dozen. 

The  shipments  to  Chinese  ports  of  cotton  cloth  manufactured 
locally  showed  an  appreciable  advance,  almost  900  tons  of  nankeens 
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having  been  exported  through  the  Maritime  Customs  in  1916,  tl^o 
hirgest  quantity  for  some  years. 

The  war  restricted  shipments  of  cotton  goods  from  the  principal 
European  sources.  Stocks  throughout  the  Canton  district  of  white 
and  gray  shirtings,  drills,  and  T  cloths,  supplied  mostly  by  Elngland, 
are  gradually  diminishing,  and  soon  there  will  probably  be  a  short- 
age in  these  lines,  in  which  the  Japanese  are  not  yet  strong  or  suc- 
cessful competitors.  If  American  manufacturers  would  make  the 
grades  of  cotton  piece  goods  required  by  South  China,  they  could 
eventually  gain  a  share  of  this  vast  and  important  trade. 

Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures  declined  in  value  by  48  per  cent, 
alpacas  alone  showing  a  reduction  of  34  per  cent.  Woolen  goods, 
although  practically  unchanged  in  value,  fell  in  quantity — prin- 
cipally blankets  and  rugs  and  Spanish  stripes,  each  of  which  de- 
creased over  80  per  cent.  Miscellaneous  piece  goods  remained 
stationary. 
Decreased  Imports  of  Metals — Gain  in  Sundries. 

Metals  represented  the  same  value  as  in  1915,  but  the  quantities 
imported  showed  large  decreases,  principally  of  iron  and  mild  steel,' 
new,  65  per  cent;  angles,  50  per  cent;  bars,  18  per  cent;  hoops,  80 
per  cent;  sheets  and  plates,  58  per  cent;  plate  cuttings,  62  per  cent; 
lead  (in  pigs  and  bars)  and  tinned  plates,  each  35  per  cent. 

Sundries  regained  3,300,000  taels  (about  $2,700,000  United  States 
currency)  of  their  decline  in  the  previous  year.  For  industrial 
purposes  there  were  imported  much  smaller  quantities  of  machinery 
and  parts  (including  s-^wing  and  knitting  machines),  leather,  and 
dyes  and  colors.  .  More  photographic  materials  and  rattans  came  in. 
Explosives  valued  at  $19,000  were  imported  in  connection  with  the 
mining  of  native  coal  and  of  antimony.  The  import  of  coal  was 
reduced  from  133,000  to  82,000  tons  through  its  greatly  increased 
cost,  due  to  the  shortage  of  tonnage.  Coal  imported  from  Hong- 
kong by  junks  also  showed  a  decline  of  17,500  tons.  The  wholesale 
price  of  steaming  coal  was  about  $5  (United  States  currency)  per  ton 
at  the  beginning  of  1916  and  increased  to  $11.75  by  June,  remaining 
that  high  through  the  year.  The  import  of  match-making  material 
doubled  in  value  over  1915.  It  is  for  use  in  the  local  match  factories, 
the  increasing  output  of  which  is  the  main  cause  of  the  marked  de- 
crease in  match  imports,  482,000  gross  in  1916  against  990,000  gross 
in  1915.  .New  buildings,  including  the  customhouse  and  the  Chinese 
post  office,  accomited  for  the  increase  in  the  arrivals  of  cement  and 
of  window  glass.  Electrical  fittings  also  gained.  HardAVOod  timber 
was  in  greater  demand,  but  softwood  dropped  slightly. 

Kerosene  Imports  and  Prices. 

Imports  of  kerosene  recovered  from  their  decline  of  about 
$1,400,000  in  1915.  Prices  advanced  steadily  from  $3.50  per  case 
Hongkong  currency  ($1.75  United  States  currency)  at  the  close  of 
1915  to  $6.05  Hongkong  currency  ($3  United  States  currency)  in 
March,  1916;  but  as  stocks  came  in  more'  freely,  prices  fell  to  $4.30 
Hongkong  currency  ($2.15  United  States  currency)  at  the  close  of 
1916.  Business  was  remunerative  for  both  wholesale  and  retail 
dealers.  The  import  of  American  oil  advanced  from  7,600,000  gal- 
lons in  1915  to  11,289,000  gallons  in  1916,  thus  regaining  much  of 
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the  previous  loss,  but  other  oils  declined — Sumatra,  from  3,670,000  to 
2,206,000  gallons;  Borneo,  from  2,058,000  to  1,440,000  gallons;  and 
Japanese,  from  159,000  to  63,000  gallons.  On  account  of  the  dis- 
orders, some  of  the  West  and  North  River  districts  were  supplied 
vvith  Sumatra  oil  from  stocks  laid  down  at  Samshui.  This  also 
explains  the  great  decrease  in  the  reexportation  of  kerosene,  110,000 
gallons  of  American  in  1916,  against  1,626,000  gallons  from  all 
countries  in  1915.  Two  more  trade  centers,  Sheklung  and  Koukong, 
have  established  electric  lighting  plants,  reducing  somewhat  the  con- 
sumption of  kerosene.  The  high  price  of  this  commodity  is  forcing 
the  poorer  classes  of  consumers  to  revert  to  the  use  of  native  vege- 
table oils.  The  importation  of  lubricating  oil  declined  from  218,000 
gallons  in  1915  to  156,000  gallons  in  1916,  this  being  due  largely  to 
the  practical  stoppage  of  the  steam-launch  traffic  for  two  months  in 
the  year. 
Rice,  Flour,  and  Other  Imports — Indirect  Trade. 

Among  the  staples  of  food  rice  shows  a  considerable  increase,  due 
to  the  partial  failure  of  local  crops  on  account  of  unfavorable  cli- 
matic conditions;  importations  being  regular,  prices  were  normal 
throughout  the  year. 

Imports  of  flour  into  Canton  declined  from  124,000  bags  in  1915  to 
76,000  bags  in  1916.  Prices  have  been  steadily  advancing  for  the 
past  four  years  and  are  now  from  $0.75  to  $1  Hongkong  currency 
($0.37|  to  $0.50,  United  States  currency)  per  bag  higher  than  in 
1913.  American  flour,  although  competing  with  the  Shanghai  mills, 
maintained  its  place  in  spite  of  advancing  freight  rates  and  the  in- 
creased demand  from  Europe. 

The  following  articles  of  food  show  decreases:  Macaroni  and  ver- 
micelli, from  2,233,600  to  1,748,400  pounds;  sugar,  from  29,200,000  to 
28,000,000  pounds ;  and  condensed  milk,  from  60,000  to  40,000  dozen 
cans.  There  was  a  continued  demand  for  cigarettes  and  cigars, 
$672,000  in  1916  against  $319,000  in  1915,  and  tea,  1,231,000  pounds 
against  1,016,000  pounds.  No  material  change  was  noted  in  confec- 
tionery, beer,  wine  and  spirits,  or  fruits.  Furniture  represents  a 
smaller  trade,  owing  to  the  diminished  purchasing  power  of  the 
people,  and  articles  of  foreign-style  clothing  also  show  a  decline. 
Hosiery  and  leather  shoes  are  still  popular  and  beside  the  imports 
there  is  a  considerable  local  production  in  these  lines. 

In  considering  the  statistics  contained  in  the  customs  returns  as 
just  reviewed  for  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  local  market  for  cer- 
tain foreign  goods,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Canton  district 
can  be  supplied  through  other  ports — Kowloon,  Lappa,  Kongmoon, 
and  Samshui — and  these  are  used  from  time  to  time. 
Market  for  American  Goods. 

The  principal  foreign  imports  into  Canton  during  1916  and  the 
chief  competitors  of  the  United  States  in  the  various  lines  were: 
Cotton  piece  goods,  Japan  and  the  United  Kingdom;  kerosene, 
Sumatra  and  Borneo;  flour,  Shanghai  mills;  paper,  Japan  and  north- 
ern Europe;  underwear,  Japan  and  the  United  Kingdom;  sugar, 
Hongkong  and  Formosa;  soap  and  toilet  articles,  the  United  King- 
dom, Japan,  and  France;  matches  and  match-making  materials, 
Japan ;  electrical  materials,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Japan ;  cement, 
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Hongkong  and  native  factories.  The  bulk  of  the  trade  in  paraffin 
Max  is  already  held  by  American  manufacturers.  Leather  and  leather 
goods  are  supplied  for  the  most  part  by  Japan.  Singapore  and 
Japan  furnish  most  of  the  timber,  although  some  redwood  from  the 
Pacific  Coast  is  imi)orted. 

There  are  limited  imports  of  sewing  machines,  bicycles,  type- 
writers, condensed  milk,  canned  goods,  packing-house  products,  to- 
bacco, tools,  watches  and  clocks,  and  woi-sted  and  woolen  goods  in 
which  the  United  States  participates  somewhat,  and  which  offer  a 
favorable  field  for  extension.  The  following  goods  may  also  be 
supplied  by  American  maniifaoturers  who  are  prepared  to  compete 
with  liberal  credit  terms  as  well  as  with  prices  and  qualities:  Ma- 
chinery and  fittings,  marine  engines,  boots  and  shoes,  hosiery,  hats, 
jewelr}",  musical  instruments,  knitting  machines,  chemical  products, 
read^-made  clothing,  enameled  ware,  ironware,  graphophones  and  ac- 
cessories, photographic  materials,  galvanized  iron  roofing  and  flat 
sheets,  and  furniture.  The  chief  competitors  of  the  United  States 
in  these  articles  would  be  the  countries  of  northern  Europe  and 
Japan.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  modern  roads  there  is  no  demand 
for  automobiles  or  accessories. 

The  most  hopeful  direction  in  which  American  manufacturers  may 
seek  to  overtake  their  European  competitors  is  in  furnishing  electri- 
cal, railway,  and  mining  machinery  and  materials  and  iron  and  steel 
manufactures. 

large  Increase  in.  Exports  from  Canton. 

The  value  of  exports  from  Canton  in  1916  increased  by  $21,208,343 
over  1915.  The  coastwise  export  trade  shows  a  small  decrease,  which 
is  more  than  offset  by  a  gain  of  nearly  30  per  cent  in  shipments  to 
Hongkong  and  abroad,  due  principally  to  further  enhanced  values  on 
account  of  the  European  war  and  to  the  larger  quantity  of  silk  ex- 
ports. Shipments  of  staple  products  show  compensating  increases 
and  decreases.  Contraryto  expectations,  the  disturbed  political  con- 
ditions did  not  materially  affect  Canton's  export  trade. 

The  values  of  the  principal  articles  exported  through  the  Chinese 
Maritime  Customs  during  the  past  two  j^ears  are  given  in  the  follow^- 
ino:  table: 


Articles. 


Antimony  ore 

Bags,  truiiny 

Bamboo,  split,  leaf,  etc. 

Beans: 

Black 

Yellow 

Bone  ware 

Books,  printed 

Brassware 

Bristles 

Buttons,  brass 

Canes 

Cantharides 

Cassia: 

Buds 

I.ijaiea 

Refuse 

Twigs 

Cement 

Chinaware: 

Coarse 

Fine 


5154,918 
67,255 


8,475 

312,  423 

100,637 

2,157 

j;o,S88 

1,741 

13,530 

22,009 
463,051 
124,006 
11,676 
18, 532 

102, 469 
35,812 


1916 


Articles. 


$240, 482 

215, 2.5C 

55,9J2 

27, 492 
66,653 
17,925 
173,3.51 
129,822 
23, 228 
75, 231 
0, 784 
9,070 

£5,601 
509,626 
173,203 
12,551 
21,747 

179, P50 
53,505  I 


Dyes,  colors,  and  paints: 

Indigo — 

Dried 

Liquid 

Lead— 

Wbite 

Yellow 

Vermilion , 

Clothing;  silk 

Cosmel  ics 

Cotton,  ran- 

Egg=,  fresh 

Fans,  palm-le-jf: 

1  rimmed 

Unl  rammed 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks. 

Flour,  wheat 

Fruits,  n.  e.  s 

Furniture 

Ginger,  fresh 

Glass  bangles: 

Plain 

Decorated 


1915 


$19,726 
45;  762 


79,282 
43, 106 
40, 1 16 
125,914 

42,444 

6,621 

704,. 596 


1916 


69,976 
26,164 
SO,  335 

132,641 
96,209 


$17,446 
63, 489 

34,060 
61,708 
41,266 

102, 752 
44,476 
42,569 

12.i,  601 

61,761 
10,018 
1,755,807 
104,300 
125,080 
51,817 
122,386 

77, 818 
170, 700 
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Articles. 


Glass  or  vitriQed  ware 

Glue,  cow 

Grass  cloth: 

Embroidered 

Fine 

Groundnuts  (peanuts): 

In  kernels 

In  shell 

Hair,  human 

Ilides,  cow  and  buUalo 

Horns,  deer 

Joss  sticks 

Leather 

Leather  for  trunks 

Lichees,  dried 

Matches 

Mats ,  straw 

Matting 

Meats,  dried  and  preserved. 
Medicines: 

Oil 

Pills 

Tea 

Other 

Oil,  groundnut 

Olives,  salted 

Paper: 

Fancy 

First  quality , 

Second  quality 

Joss , 

Peel,  orange , 

Pottery  and  earthenware. , 

Preserves 

Rattan,  core,  pith,  pulp, 

and  skin , 

Samshu 

Samshu,  medicated , 

Silk: 

Cocoons — 

Pierced , 

Whole , 


1915 


135,599 
70, 173 

9,960 
47, 512 


12, 519 

77, 516 
215,553 

31, 097 

70,360 
1,331,044 

67, 543 
148,937 


386, 490 
279, 164 
129, 074 

29,442 
45,918 
21,958 
175,422 
66, 661 
23,289 


44, 916 
11,502 
33,357 
36,604 
15,835 
29,783 

21, 765 
31,106 
37,032 


132,861 
24, 677 


1916 


S64,S09 
140, 348 

15, 724 
05, 867 

61,610 

24,650 

138,514 

406,020 

43, 636 

7S, 794 

1,479,439 

49,771 

198,987 

25,447 

375,768 

845,350 

192, 840 

33,664 
94,274 
38,563 
232,902 
149, 240 
46,098 

93, 963 
103, 192 
84, 212 
50,162 
62,306 
35,660 
47, 039 

52, 185 
46,372 
55, 367 


307, 251 
122, 176 


Articles. 


Silk— Continued. 

Embroidery — 

New , 

Old 

Piece  goods , 

Raw—  ' 
Wliite— 

Rereeled 

Steam  filature 

Other 

Wild 

Yellow 

Refuse  and  waste 

Thread 

Silk  and  cotton  mixtures . , 

Silverware 

Sugar: 

Brown 

Cane 

Tea,  black 

Teapots,  in  cases 

Timber: 

Planks,  softwood 

Poles 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Prepared 

Stalk 

Vegetables: 

Fresh 

Salted 


Woodenware: 

Plain 

Decorated . . . 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


1915 


$113,076 

11,181 

6,065,553 


1,899,652 

10,658,369 

416,212 


26, 052 

1,004,375 

31, '293 


101,986 

59,523 
136,875 
511,324 

21,677 

21,691 
20,274 


188. 678 

550. 679 
15,126 

45,047 
18,066 

48,839 
28,290 
898, 370 


29,612,408 


1916 


$106,073 

29,747 

5,759,107 


24,699,298 

748,787 

139, 545 

49,409 

1,980,835 

57,029 

150, 497 

184,557 

131,863 

228,029 

613, 276 

28,930 

40,865 
62,870 

206,136 

746, 102 

19,951 

103,379 
34,937 

76,758 

66,539 

3,402,629 


50,590,487 


Analysis  of  Export  Trade. 

The  principal  commodity  exported  from  Canton  is  raw  silk,  ship- 
ments of  which  increased  by  about  770,000  pounds  over  1915,  due 
entirely  to  larger  purchases  by  Europe — 13,000  bales  more  than  in  the 
previous  year;  the  United  States  took  744,000  pounds  less  in  1916. 
[A  bale  of  Canton  silk  weighs  106|  pounds.]  The  total  production 
of  the  seven  grades  of  raw  silk  was  35,000  bales  in  1915  and  48,000 
bales  in  1916.  Prices  were  between  $750  and  $1,300  Hongkong  cur- 
rency ($375  and  $650  United  States  currency)  per  bale. 

The  export  of  waste  silk,  which  usually  follows  the  course  of  raw 
silk,  increased  by  about  948,000  pounds,  owing  to  heavier  shipments 
to  Europe;  those  to  the  United  States  decreased  by  45,000  pounds. 

Bristles,  cassia  buds,  and  fireworks  advanced  appreciably.  Cow- 
hides showed  an  increase  of  900,000  pounds,  against  a  decline  under 
leather  of  1,200,000  pounds.  Similarly  the  decrease  of  mats  is  more 
than  compensated  for  by  a  gain  of  more  than  100  per  cent  in  matting. 
Brown  sugar,  in  competition  Avith  the  Formosan  product,  displayed 
nn  increase  of  1,828.000  pounds.  Black  tea  and  tobacco  fell  con- 
siderably, probably  due  to  inadequate  tonnage  for  freight  require- 
ments. 

Twelve  transit  passes  outward  were  issued  during  1916,  chiefly  in 
connection  with  the  export  of  antimony,  which  amounted  to  13  tons. 

.      [TIio  declared  exports  from  Canton  to  the  United  States  in  1915  and  1916 
were  pulilished  in  Supplement  No.  52a,  Apr.  6,  1917.] 
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Canton  Delta  Trade  Statistics. 

The  commerce  of  the  Canton  Eiver  delta  is  carried  on  through  the 
treaty  ports  of  Honokono-,  Lappa,  and  Samshui;  the  port  of  Kow- 
loon.  opposite  Honiikong,  and  a  part  of  that  colony;  and  the  port  of 
Canton.  The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported 
into  and  exported  from  these  five  ports  by  steamer  during  IDI.")  and 
1916  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Opium: 

Bengal pounds . . 

Malwa  and  Persian do 

Cotton  goods: 

Shirtings,  plain^ 

C. rav pieces . . 

White do 

Drills  and  jeans do 

T  cloths do. . . . 

Lenos  and  balzarines do — 

Prints do 

Dyed  goods do 

Italians do  — 

Last  inK do — 

Spanish  stripes do  — 

Flannels do — 

Handkerchiefs dozen. 

Towels do  — 

Yarn pounds. 

Woolen  goods: 

Camlets pieces . 

Lastings do  — 

Spanish  stripes yards . 

Metals: 

Brass  and  yellow  metal ,  sheets  and  plates,  poimds . 
Copper  ingots,  slabs,  and  sheets,  new  and  old, 

poimds 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new- 
Bars pounds. 

Nail  rod do. . . 

Nails do. . . 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old do... 

Lead  in  pigs,  bars,  and  sheets.... do... 

Spelter do . . . 

steel do. . . 

Tiimed  plates do. . . 

Simdries: 

Bean  cake do . . . 

Beans do. .. 

Betel  nuts do... 

Bechc  dc  mer do.. . 

Bran,  rice do... 

Chinaware,  earthenware,  and  pottery do. . . 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Cloth,  cotton,  native pounds. 

Coal tons. 

Cotton,  raw pounds. 

Dyes,  coal-tar  products 

Fish  and  fish  products pounds. 

Flour do... 

01as.s,  window boxes . 

Groundnuts pounds . 

Leather do... 

Matches,  wood gross. 

Oil: 

Bean,  groimd  nut,  etc poimds. 

Kerosene gal  Ions . 

Paper pounds . 

Rattans do... 

Rice  and  paddy tons . 

Saltpeter pounds . 

Sandalwood do. .. 

Seed,  sesame do... 

Sugar: 

B  r  o  wn do... 

AVhitc do... 

Refined do. . . 
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Quantity.        Value 


3S, 901 

33, 844 


92,231 

24.5,439 

7,826 

38, 226 

48,524 

46,082 

99, 597 

49,843 

126 

4,5.38 

87,476 

82,441 

356, 624 

13,196,000 

1,027 
3,304 
16,953 

386, 533 

203,333 

1,896,133 
588, 133 

1,616,800 
483,600 

3, 083, 867 

6,666 

511,200 

4,157,333 

27,114,400 

195,573,200 

455,067 

227, 333 

2, 540, 267 

2,210,533 


3,394,933 

238, 797 

3,771,000 


27,892,800 

69,599,333 

6, 586 

274,287,867 

221,600 

951, 738 

14,644,400 

11.861,310 

8,-521,333 

8,040,400 

66,051 

667 

837, 600 

3,761,-500 

,      2,145.333 

27,626,000 

1      2,219,333 


$1,025,280 
991,890 


172,-329 

676, 4ir 

23,313 

.57,980 

72, 084 

70, 105 

226, 729 

144, 826 

358 

1-5,704 

199, 836 

16, 679 

93, 702 

1,456,372 

12,068 
36,397 

7,578 

72, 987 

43,159 

37,167 
10, 124 
44,284 
5,330 
163,801 
368 
16,712 
136,740 

288,024 

2, 519, 794 

10,362 

26,  776 

13,365 

92,668 

329, 594 

1,013,381 

SOS,  -531 

241,780 

81,460 

972, 110 

1,002,270 

2-^,  770 

6,43-5,191 

87,361 

194,694 

650, 127 

1,374,565 

271 , 428 

267, 277 

2,015,628 

44 

32,583 

76,382 

51,387 

1,074,964 

197,450 


1916 


Quantity.       Value. 


16,-572 
1,949 


75, 524 

156,325 

10, 157 

28,303 

26,017 

18, 878 

51,354 

35, 8-57 

8,860 

2,971 

63, 510 

64,359 

218, 886 

11,488,266 

789 
2, 886 
3,356 

279, 866 

18,000 

1,563,466 
581,000 

1,722,666 
388, 000 

1,976,000 

8,933 

236, 800 

2, 686, 133 

20,195,333 

116,972,400 

520,666 

126, 666 

2,534,666 

2,217,333 

"3, 718,' 400 

186,210 

2, 772, 666 


31,86.5,-333 

00, 569, 333 

9,329 

234,810,133 

133,7-33 

467,984 

9,403,200 

12, 565. GOO 

6,424,000 

8,667,066 

92,972 

57,066 

-510,400 

3,752,533 

1.840,933 
24,070.666 
2, 846, 133 


$766,427 
118,012 


192,256 

608,595 

42,914 

59,471 

52,797 

47, 521 

205,0-50 

202, 127 

40,419 

17,498 

176,897 

20,407 

83,313 

1,688,655 

15, 031 

56,558 

2,725 

86, 346 

6,424 

54,973 
19,510 
86,594 
7,518 
189, 736 
2,273 
18,156 
168,216 

301,100 

2,094,896 

14,994 

20,041 

18, 168 

139,310 

720, 699 

1,468,395 

855,375 

244,903 

72-982 

1,432,522 

1,309,632 

69, 772 

6,492,827 

94,881 

162, 743 

505,440 

3, 199, 477 

-329, 785 

391,482 

3,951,407 

7,605 

29,908 

109, 162 

57,671 

1,031,679 

157,006 
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Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.        Value 


1916 


Quantity.       Value 


IMPORTS 

Timl)er,  hardwood culiic  feet. 

Toliacco pounds. 

Vermicelli  and  macaroni do. .. 

EXPORTS. 

Animals,  live number . 

Bags do . . . 

Bamboos do. . . 

Bricks  and  tiles do . . . 

Bristles pounds . 

Cassia  lignea do. . . 

Chinaware,  earthenware,  and  pottery do. . . 

Eggs,  fresh  and  preserved number. 

Fans,  palm-leaf do. . . 

Feathers:  Duck,  etc poimds. 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks do . . . 

Fruits: 

Dried  and  preserved do. . . 

Fresh do . . . 

Ginger, fresh  and  preserved do... 

Mats number . 

Matting rolls . 

Oils: 

Essential pounds . 

E.xpressed do . . . 

Paper do . . . 

Samshu do . . . 

Silk: 

Raw do... 

Refuse do.. . 

Piece  goods do. . . 

Sugar do . . . 

Tea,  black  and  green do... 

Timber: 

Planks,  softwood square  feet . 

Poles number . 

Tobacco pounds . 


11,156 
4,030,200 
2,341,067 


141 

3, 964, 502 

334,642 

60,428 

7, 333 

12,661,733 

2, 754, 133 

23, 937, 770 

7,314,993 

50, 933 

5,643,333 

4, 622, 400 
14,823,600 
6,151,600 
1,817,400 
62, 486 

20, 267 
1,418,933 
1,  453, 867 
1,382,933 

4, 459, 067 
3,026,533 
1,227,867 
2, 575, 867 
3,312,267 

611,866 

10, 465 

10,863,467 


$2, 736 
278, 775 
110,119 


766 

160, 452 

1,741 

1,016 

2,157 

477, 051 

159,116 

130, 030 

55, 458 

4,442 

726, 597 

275, 126 
100, 103 
82, 555 
414,539 
287, 164 

11,666 
75,700 
114,650 
31, 106 

14,424,285 

1,036,376 

5, 229, 554 

74, 348 

529,681 

21,681 
20, 274 

778,483 


53,723 

2,985,460 
1,896,400 


3,253 

4,a81,886 

1, 462, 257 

90, 804 

77, 533 

10, 982, 000 

3, 625, 066 

17, 672, 860 

7,149,174 

73, 466 

8, 061, 466 

4,713,466 
15,833,866 
6, 240, 533 
1,463,268 
145, 590 

49, 733 
2,214,533 
3, 606, 933 
1,430,000 

5,230,13,3 
3, 975, 33.3 
1,0:^6,933 
4,334,800 
2, 973,  733 

835, 9I4 

24, 24o 

9,634,883 


$17,321 
278,359 
111,141 


17,862 

218,532 

8,601 

3,239 

23, 588 

509, 626 

268,815 

126, 971 

84, 073 

6,662 

1,755,807 

377,398 
161,555 
122,  767 
396, 887 
845, 350 

57,205 
163, 129 
295,875 

46, 372 

25, 657, 040 

1, 980, 835 

5, 759, 107 

142,713 

618,041 

40,865 

62, 870 

972, 189 


Shipping  at  Canton — Dues  and  Duties. 

In  1016  there  was  a  decrease  of  219,525  in  the  tonnage  of  the  vessels 
visiting  Canton,  re{)resenting  378  ocean  and  coasting  steamers. 
Lighters  from  Hongkong  increased  by  01  vessels  and  aggregated 
15,307  tons,  corresponding  to  the  larger  quantity  of  kerosene  im- 
ported, these  being  the  chief  carriers  of  that  commodity.  The  ton- 
nage under  foreign  flags  decreased  by  10,000,  and  under  the  native 
flag  by  281,300,  a  decline  of  30  per  cent  from  1915.  The  total  value 
of  the  freight  carried  in  junks  passing  through  Canton  decreased  by 
$2,100,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nationality,  number,  and  tonnage  of 
vessels  entered  and  cleared  durina"  1915   and  1916  at  the  port  of 


Canton, 

including  both  steamers  and  sail 

ing  vessels : 

Nationality. 

1915 

1916 

Number. 

Toimage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

American 

297 

4,360 

30 

190 

53 

387 

4,981 

14 

44,462 

3,280,564 

20,848 

250, 248 

56,271 

123,372 

1,184,126 

12,426 

448 

4,259 

14 

206 

8 

338 

4,725 

61,342 

British 

3, 150. 146 

Dutih 

14,370 

Japanese 

287, 744 

Norwegian 

10,008 

Portuguese 

96,204 

Chinese 

1,118,285 

Another 

lot;;! 

10,312 

4,972,317 

9,998 

4,738.099 

The  dues  and  duties  collected  at  Canton  Avere  $1,408,117  in  1915 
and  $1,811,079  in  1916. 
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Railway  Traffic  and  Construction. 

The  railway  line  from  Canton  to  Shiiichow,  130.28  miles,  was  in 
operation  for  nine  months  during  191(3  and  carried  a  daily  average 
of  3,382  passengers  and  611  tons  of  freight,  from  which  it  derived 
revenues  of  $1,553  and  $2,188,  respectively.  This  is  a  part  of  the 
Canton-Hankow  Railway,  which  was  not  extended  during  the  year 
owing  to  financial  difficulties.  The  Canton-Samshui  branch  collected 
daily  $2,558,  passenger  receipts  averaging  $2,118  and  freight  $140, 
and  made  a  better  showing  than  in  1915. 

From  April  to  September  the  service  of  the  Canton-Kowdoon  Rail- 
way was  continually  interrupted  by  unsettled  political  conditions. 
Except  during  this  period,  the  traffic  returns  increased  over  the  previ- 
ous year.  Of  the  2,093,616  persons  carried  in  1916,  1,050,000  were 
through  passengers  for  Hongkong.  The  freight  transported  aggre- 
gated 56,452  tons. 

The  projected  Chuchow-Chinchow  line,  now  being  surveyed  by 
American  and  Chinese  engineers,  vrill  run  in  a  southwesterly  direc- 
tion from  Hengchow,  in  Hunan,  tunneling  the  Hsiangfei  Mountains 
east  of  Kiyang  to-  reach  Yungchow,  Hingan,  Lingchuan,  Kweilin, 
Yungfu,  Loyung,  and  Yamchow,  a  busy  port  100  miles  Vvcst  of 
Paklioi  on  the  Gulf  of  Tongking.  The  estimated  distance  is  TOO  miles 
and  the  cost  of  construction  $50,000  per  mile. 

Rich  Coal  Fields  Reached  by  New  Line. 

The  territory  through  which  this  railway  wdll  pass  is  rich  in  coal, 
some  large  deposits  occurring  near  Sipa,  in  K^'angsi  Province. 
Many  natives  are  engaged  in  mining  the  coal  and  carrying  it  to  the 
adjoining  markets.  The  fuel  is  a  good  quality  of  anthracite  and  is 
being  mined  only  in  limited  quantities.  No  machinery  is  used,  picks 
and  shovels  being  the  only  implements  employed. 

Despite  the  primitive  methods,  the  different  shafts  are  yielding  an 
average  of  6  or  7  tons  per  day  and  giving  employment  to  hundreds 
of  workers.  Some  of  the  shafts  are  about  30  feet  deep,  although  at 
present  the  smaller  pits  seem  to  be  producing  the  best  and  the  most 
coal.  The  price  of  the  product  varies  according  to  wdiere  it  is  mar- 
keted. Coal  at  the  pit's  mouth  is  selling  as  low  as  $0.10  per  133 
pounds,  the  price  advancing  as  the  distance  from  the  mine  increases. 
The  more  extensive  exploitation  of  these  mines  has  been  prevented 
by  the  lack  of  transport  facilities.  The  Lung  River,  the  only  water- 
way in  the  district  navigable  by  even  small  native  craft,  is  30  miles 
from  the  mines,  and  the  connecting  road  is  so  difficult  to  traverse  that 
shi]oment  by  this  route  is  not  feasible. 

When  the  Chuchow-Chinchow  Railway  is  completed,  it  is  proposed 
to  build  a  branch  line  from  Liuchow  to  Kingyuan  in  order  to  tap 
this  coal  region  and  then  the  district,  now  barren  and  unproductive, 
Avill  become  a  center  of  wealth  and  bring  remunerative  em]:)loyment 
to  the  natives  as  well  as  considerable  revenue  to  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment. 

City  Walls  to  be  Replaced  by  Roads  and  Street  Railways. 

The  project  of  removing  the  city  Malls  of  Canton  to  provide  space 
for  the  construction  of  roads  and  the  building  of  street  railways  will 
be  commenced  in  1917,  according  to  the  provincial  officials. 

These  walls  are  from  6  to  7  miles  long  and  contain,  it  is  estimated, 
421,000  square  yards  of  bricks,  450,000  square  yards  of  stone,  ancl 
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1,000,000  cubic  yards  of  earth.  The  brick  and  stone  may  be  sold  for 
about  $212,000;  the  cost  of  demolishing  the  walls  and  removing  the 
earth  is  estimated  at  $257,000.  An  additional  expense  will  arise 
from  the  removal  of  some  5,000  houses,  estimated  at  $500,000.  The 
necessary  outlay  for  highways  and  an  electric  car  system  is  estimated 
at  $743,000,  making  the  total  cost  of  the  project  approximately 
$1,500,000.  After  deducting  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  brick  and 
stone,  a  net  amount  of  $1,288,000  gold  will  be  required  to  carry  out 
the  scheme.  Part  of  this  will  be  subscribed  by  Chinese  merchants 
and  part  by  the  local  government  through  a  foreign  loan. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  connection  with  the  project  is  due  to  the 
many  houses  that  adjoin  the  walls.  As  the  land  on  which  they  are 
located  is  Government  owned,  it  is  proposed  that  Chinese  merchants 
and  bankers  buy  the  various  sites  from  the  Government  at  a  nominal 
price  and  pay  for  the  removal  of  the  dwellings,  being  granted  the 
right  to  collect  fees  from  vehicles  using  the  rounds;  or  sites  on  public 
land  not  adjoining  the  wall  could  be  given  to  tenants  who  would 
move  to  them. 

The  country  furnishing  the  funds  for  this  enterprise  will  also 
supply  the  engineers  and  equipment.  The  investment  of  American 
capital,  beside  promoting  Canton's  welfare  and  material  prosperity, 
would  give  a  real  impetus  to  American  trade. 

Reclamation  Projects — New  Buildings. 

In  July,  1910,  the  Kwangtung  Conservancy  Board  issued  a  report 
on  the  West  Kiver  survey  of  1915.  This  work  is  of  first  importance 
if  the  vast  region  drained  by  the  West  River  and  its  tributaries  is  to 
be  freed  from  floods  and  developed  commercially  and  industrially. 
The  cost  of  the  entire  project  is  estimated  at  $17,000,000,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  equal  annual  sums  ($1,135,000)  during  a  period  of  15  years, 
and  it  is  proposed  that  this  amount  be  raised  by  an  increase  in  the 
land  tax  on  the  area  affected  by  the  conservancy  work.  The  board 
estimates  that  some  923,000  acres  of  cultivable  land  would  be  thereby 
reclaimed  or  improved,  making  the  yearly  surtax  $1.23  per  acre.  The 
matter  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Provincial  Assembly  for  approval. 
To  the  neglect  of  the  West  Eiver  is  attributed  much  of  the  decline  of 
Canton's  trade. 

Among  the  new  buildings  in  Canton  completed  in  1910  were  a  cus- 
tomhouse and  a  Chinese  post  office.  The  Sun  Co.  of  Hongkong  has 
under  construction  along  the  water  front  in  Canton  a  branch  estab- 
lishment 7  stories  in  height. 

During  191G  little  progress  was  made  in  the  reclamation  of  Kuper 
Island,  where  4.500  feet  of  river  wall  are  completed  and  the  whole 
area  of  the  land  filled  in  amounts  to  136  acres.     This  island,  east  of 
Canton,  is  being  prepared  for  a  modern  residential  site. 
Local  Industries — Cotton  Mills  Successful. 

The  Kwangtung  Electric  Supply  Co.  added  manv  new  customers 
during  the  year,  but  the  additional  cost  of  coal  and  imported  ma- 
terials reduced  profits.  The  Canton  water  works  laid  84.000  feet 
of  new  pipe  lines  to  530  houses  in  1910  and  the  dailv  capacity  was 
increased  to  025,000  gallons.  Net  earnings  were  about  $90,000.  The 
cement  works  produced  122,000  barrels  of  cement  from  January  1 
to  July  31,  191G,  part  of  which  was  exported  to  Hongkong  and  the 
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remainder  consumed  locally.  Operations  were  suspended  from 
August  until  November.  The  paper  factory,  formerly  under  pro- 
vincial control,  has  been  taken  over  by  local  merchants  and  its 
prospects  are  said  to  be  much  improved.  The  brick  factory, 
closed  during-  most  of  1916,  will  soon  resume  operations.  The  Gov- 
ernment brick  kihi  in  the  cement  works  Avas  also  shut  down.  Build- 
ing brick  is  now  obtained  from  private  kilns;  although  it  is  cheaper 
than  the  machine  product,  the  quality  is  inferior. 

Owing  to  the  war  and  to  greatly  increased  prices,  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth,  socks,  singlets, 
etc.,  were  started  in  1916  and  all  did  very  well.  The  products  met 
a  ready  sale  and  the  demand  was  in  excess  of  the  supply.  These 
local  fabrics  are  becoming  serious  competitors  of  foreign  manu- 
factures. 

CHANGSHA. 

By  Consul  Nelson  T.  Johnson. 

The  trade  of  Changsha  continued  to  prosper  during  1916  in  spite 
of  adverse  foreign  and  domestic  conditions.  Expressed  in  United 
States  currency,  the  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  increased  by 
$7,317,812  over  1915;  in  the  Chinese  medium  the  gain  was  1,839.096 
Haikwan  taels.  The  net  total  value  of  foreign  imports  in  1916  was 
$1,966,378  greater  than  in  the  previous  year.  Most  of  Changsha's 
imports  come  through  Hankow  and  Shanghai ;  the  direct  shipments 
from  foreign  countries  amounted  to  onlv  $955,128  out  of  a  total 
value  of  $8,242,990  in  1916. 

Among  the  American  goods  imported  during  the  past  year  were 
large  purchases  of  mining  machinery  and  window  glass.  Declared 
exports  to  the  United  States  almost  doubled  in  value. 

Factors  Influencing  Changsha's  Trade — Currency  and  Exchange. 

Until  the  middle  of  April,  1916,  the  high  price  received  for 
antimony,  the  clnef  product  of  this  district,  brought  prosperity 
to  Hunan  Province,  and  buying  was  heavy.  The  sudden  decline  from 
45  cents  per  pound  to  12  cents  caused  a  considerable  loss  to  specu- 
lators in  the  metal.  Trade  Avas  also  affected  by  the  continued  de- 
preciation of  the  Hunan  tael  as  expressed  in  the  silver  currency  of 
Hankow  or  Shanghai.  This  made  the  retail  prices  of  foreign  staples 
high  and  enabled  many  local  products  to  compete  with  imported 
articles.  A  notable  instance  was  vegetable  oil,  which  appeared  in 
the  local  market  as  exports  were  curtailed  by  war  conditions,  its  low 
price  placing  it  in  competition  with  petroleum. 

In  this  district,  as  elsewhere  in  China,  there  is  a  provincial  tael 
or  standard  ounce  of  silver.  The  tael  of  Hunan,  known  as  the 
Changsha  tael  or  the  chang  ping,  is  theoretically  heavier  than  the 
Hankow  and  Shanghai  taels.  Before  the  port  of  Changsha  Avas 
opened  to  trade  in  1904.  the  Changsha  tael  Avas  quoted  at  a  premium 
in  terms  of  HankoAv  or  Shanghai  taels.  The  financing  of  commercial 
transactions  Avas  then  shifted  from  the  Chinese  banks  to  the  newly 
established  foreign  import  hor(ses  and  consequently  to  the  foreign 
banks  at  HankoAv  and  Shanghai,  the  import  centers  from  Avhich 
Changsha  merchants  draAv  their  supplies. 

Large  expenditures  by  the  provincial  government  caused  an  over- 
issue of  paper  by  its  disbursing  agent,  the  Bank  of  Hunan,  the  de- 
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pository  for  all  provincial  revenues.  The  result  was  the  disap- 
pearance of  silver  bullion  and  the  depreciation  of  the  tael  note. 
Prior  to  1911,  98  C'hangsha  taels  equaled  100  Hankow  taels;  on  July 
18,  1910,  235  Changsha  taels  equaled  100  Hankow  taels;  and  on 
December  30  the  ratio  was  315.5  to  100.  This  gives  an  idea  of  the 
local  exchange  situation.  Although  silver  was  high  in  terms  of  gold, 
making  exchange  favorable  for  the  purchase  of  foreign  goods,  this 
advantage  was  offset,  so  far  as  Hunan  merchants  were  concerned, 
by  the  depreciation  in  value  of  their  local  currency.  The  cost  of 
foreign  machinery  and  other  materials  fell  in  terms  of  Hankow  or 
Shanghai  taels,  but  expressed  in  Changsha  taels  it  rose  to  prohibitive 
amounts. 
Weather  Favorable  for  Crops. 

Although  the  rainfall  recorded  at  Changsha  was  nearly  6  inches 
less  than  during  the  previous  year,  the  figures  being  56.65  inches  for 
1915  and  50.78  inches  for  1916,  it  was  more  evenly  distributed  over 
the  Province  and  showed  less  variation  from  month  to  month.  Ex- 
cept in  the  southern  part  of  the  district,  where  the  end  of  the  year 
was  dry,  agriculture  was  generally  favored. 

Crops  were  excellent,  although  some  areas  in  the  west  were  affected 
by  the  political  disturbances.  The  quantity  of  rice  exported  was  less 
than  normal,  but  still  in  excess  of  the  amount  shipped  in  1915.  because 
the  price  of  the  cereal  in  this  Province  was  higher  than  in  Hupeh 
and  Kiangsi,  where  large  rice  crops  were  harvested. 
Building  Operations — New  Roads,  Wider  Streets,  and  Other  Improvements. 

Among  the  buildings  in  Changsha  completed  during  1916  were 
those  in  the  group  occupied  by  the  Yale  Mission,  outside  the  north 
gate.  A  smelting  plant  was  erected  across  the  river  for  a  Japanese 
concern  and  began  operations.  Work  was  resumed  on  the  spinning 
mill,  long  delayed ;  its  expensive  machinery  is  stored  in  sheds  near  by. 
A  new  building  is  being  constructed  for  the  American  consulate. 

At  the  end  of  1916  an  office  was  established  outside  the  north 
gate  to  take  charge  of  the  construction  of  a  system  of  roadways 
planned  for  the  section  lying  between  the  north  Avail  of  the  city  and 
the  railway  where  it  converges  toward  the  river.  These  roads  will 
lead  to  the  new  station  to  be  built  when  the  Changsha-Hankow  sec- 
tion of  the  Canton-Hankow  railway  is  opened. 

Land  within  the  city  walls  is  becoming  more  valuable  and  the 
merchants,  needing  additional  space,  are  erecting  buildings  of  three 
and  four  stories,  of  brick  and  cement,  to  house  their  stocks.  The 
police  regulations  require  each  property  holder  when  rebuilding  to 
give  up  >i  portion  of  his  land  for  the  widening  of  the  city  streets, 
all  of  which  are  paved  with  stone  blocks. 

It  is  planned  to  cover  the  hill  known  as  Yolu  Shan  with  trees, 
improve  it  with  roads,  and  make  it  a  park. 

The  city  wall  of  Changsha  is  now  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
authorities.  Arrangements  were  comj^leted  in  1916  for  its  removal, 
the  sale  of  the  bricks  with  Avhich  it  is  faced,  and  the  construction  of 
a  roadway  along  its  i)resent  site.  During  the  first  half  year  the  top 
was  leveled  to  provide  a  walk  for  pedestrians. 
Progress  of  Railway  Construction, 

Work  on  the  section  of  the  Canton-Hankow  Railway  between 
Changsha  and  Wuchang  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  1916  de- 
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spite  the  delay  of  sliipments  of  bridge  and  other  construction  mate- 
rials by  freight  congestion  on  the  Pacific.  At  the  end  of  the  year  80 
miles  of  this  line,  from  Wuchang  to  Puchi,  had  been  completed,  and 
more  than  30  miles  of  rails  laid  north  of  Changsha.  The  section 
from  Changsha  to  Canton  is  not  to  be  undertaken  immediately  upon 
the  completion  of  the  present  work,  as  originally  planned,  owing  to 
the  lack  of  funds. 

Railways  projected  between  Changsha,  Nanchang,  and  Nanking 
and  between  Shasi,  Changteh,  and  Kueichow  have  been  surveyed, 
but  construction  was  not  begun  during  1910. 

The  most  recent  enterprise  is  a  proposed  line  from  Chuchow,  a 
small  town  on  the  Siang  River  about  32  miles  south  of  Changsha 
and  the  junction  of  the  branch  connecting  the  Pingsiang  coal  mines 
with  the  Siang  River  and  the  Canton-Hankow  Railway,  to  the  port 
of  Yamchow,  on  the  coast  of  Kwangtung  Province  in  the  far  south 
of  China. 
Mines  and  Mining — Antimony  Prices  Fall. 

The  mineral  deposits  of  Hunan  Province  include  antimony,  tung- 
sten, manganese,  and  chrome  iron  ore.  Antimony  is  not  only  the 
most  important  of  these,  but  also  the  leading  commodity  exported 
from  the  Changsha  district.  The  prices  of  antimony  regidus,  in 
Hankow  taels,  per  long  ton  (2,240  pounds)  ex  godown  Changsha 
quoted  by  one  of  the  largest  local  smelters,  were  as  follows  on  the 
dates  stated:  1915 — August  2,  1,080;  December  6,  1,240;  December  13, 
1,180;  December  27,  1,120.  1916— January  3,  1,100;  April  2,  1,000; 
April  24,  920;  June  19,  500;  August  22,  300;  and  December  27,  220. 
The  unusually  high  levels  reached  by  this  metal  late  in  1915  made 
speculation  heavy,  and  when  it  declined  in  April,  1910,  the  small 
mine  owners  suti'ered.  At  the  same  time  there  were  political  dis- 
turbances in  the  Province.  The  Bank  of  Hunan  was  caught  with 
considerable  sums  advanced  on  antimony  as  security  and  this  had 
much  to  do  with  the  sudden  depreciation  of  the  Hunan  tael  note. 

The  principal  smelting  compaii}'  increased  the  number  of  its  anti- 
mony furnaces  by  one-third  during  1910  and  added  a  plant  for  the 
smelting  of  lead  ore  from  the  mines  it  recently  opened. 

The  Yu-Hao  Tungsten  Mining  Co.  was  organized  by  a  director  of 
the  principal  Chinese  smelting  concern  at  Changsha  for  mining  and 
exporting  tungsten  ore.  The  present  output  of  its  mine  is  small,  but 
the  ore  averages  00  per  cent  in  tungsten  content. 

Manganese  deposits  of  some  size  are  said  to  have  been  discovered 
west  of  Siangtan.    Chrome  occurs  in  the  Province  only  in  the  form 
of  chrome  iron  ore,  which  is  found  in  the  district  of  Chenchow,  in 
south  Hunan ;  the  chrome  content  of  the  ore  varies  greatly. 
Manufacturing  Industries. 

Outside  of  the  mining  industry,  little  or  no  modern  machinery  has 
been  introduced  into  the  Province.  Chinese  piece  goods  (nankeens) 
continue  to  be  made  on  hand  looms.  Much  iron  is  manufactured  into 
simple  agricultural  implements  by  blacksmiths  in  the  farming  sec- 
tions. Cooking  utensils  are  made  by  smiths  and  by  concerns  located 
within  access  of  iron  and  charcoal. 

The  local  flour  mill  consumes  practically  all  the  available  supply 
of  wheat  and  imports  some  from  Hupeh.  This  mill  was  operated 
night  and  day  throughout  the  year  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
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Tho  by-products  of  its  flour,  used  for  breakfast  food,  are  being  sold 
to  the  foreign  missionary  community,  althougli  there  is  not  much 
demand  for  it  among  the  Chinese.  The  flour  is  not  so  good  as  the 
American  product,  owing  to  the  mediocre  quality  of  the  wheat  grown 
in  -this  Province,  but  it  is  cheaper  and  is  meeting  the  growing  demand. 

A  phmt  located  10  miles  south  of  Changsha.  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Siang  River,  is  eqiiipped  with  machinery  for  the  manufacture 
of  bricks  and  pressed  roof  tiles;  its  daily  capacity  is  40,000  bricks  and 
a  smaller  number  of  tiles.  The  products  are  fine-grained,  firm  red 
bricks  (the  Chinese-made  brick  has  generally  a  dull  bluish-gray 
color)  and  tiles  of  foreign  pattern,  with  interlocking  edges. 

The  glass  factory  at  Changsha  has  excellent  supplies  of  sand  for 
its  use  and  is  now  about  to  produce  additional  lines.  Previously  it 
has  made  only  fancy  glassware  and  glass  tiling,  but  it  Avill  import 
modern  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  lamp  chimneys  and  bottles. 

Summary  of  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  Statistics. 

The  following  table  summarizes  the  trade  of  Changsha  through  the 
Maritime  Customs  during  the  past  two  years : 


Imports  and  exports. 

1915 

1916 

Imports  and  exports. 

1915 

1916 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 
From  foreign  countries 

and  Hongkong 

From  Chinese  ports . . . 

$523,543 
5,943,113 

$955,128 
7,376,305 

Exports  of  CMuese  prod- 
ucts of  local  origm: 
To    foreign    countries 

and  Hongkong 

To  Cliinose  ports 

Total  exports  of  local 
origin 

?1,118 
7,883,692 

$1,787 
13,053,311 

Total  foreign  imports 

6,466,656 

8,331,433 

7,884,810 

Reexports  of  foreign  goods 

190,044 

88,443 

13,055,098 

to  Chinese  ports  (Han- 
kow and  Shanghai) 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of 

16,479,829 

23,827,641 

Net  total  foreign  im- 

6,276,612 

8,242,990 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of 

16,272,672 

23,735,951 

Imports  of  Chinese  prod- 

2, 128, 363 

2,441,110 

Reexports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts to  Chinese  ports .... 

17,113 

3,247 

Net  total  Chinese  im- 
ports   

2,  111,  250 

2,437,863 

Although  direct  imports  from  foreign  countries  increased  by  more 
than  40  per  cent  over  1915,  their  total  value,  $955,128,  was  small  com- 
pared with  $7,287,082  worth  of  foreign  goods  imported  through 
Hankow  and  Shanghai.  The  foregoing  table  shows  a  value  of  only 
$1,787  for  direct  exports  to  foreign  countries,  against  $13,053,311  for 
exports  to  Chinese  ports.  The  latter  amount  includes  large  quantities 
of  goods  collected  at  Hankow  and  Shanghai  to  be  resorted  and  re- 
packed for  shipment  abroad  and  therefore  entered  in  the  export 
statistics  of  those  two  ports. 
Movement  of  Treasure. 

During  191G  treasure  Avas  imported  in  the  shape  of  bar  silver, 
coined  silver,  and  coined  copper,  to  the  value  of  $2,968,138,  and  ex- 
ported to-  the  value  of  $2,742,097,  leaving  a  balance  of  $226,041  in 
favor  of  Changsha.  Comment  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  on 
the  peculiar  streams  of  certain  kinds  of  currency  which  flow  through 
Hunan  to  meet  economic  conditions  throughout  China.  Changsha 
lies  directly  in  the  path  of  such  a  stream  and  subsidiary  10  and 
20  cent  pieces  which  originate  in  Kwangtung  ProAdnce  pass  through 
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Hunan  to  Hankow  and  Shanghai,  thence  returning  to  Kwangtung  by 
-way  of  the  coast.  This  currency  aids  Hunan  in  the  financing  of  trade 
over  the  Hunan-Kwangtung  border  and  of  transactions  with  Hankow 
and  Shanghai. 

Imports  of  coins  consisted  chiefly  of  Chinese  doHars.  square-holed 
copper  cash,  and  10-cash  pieces.  The  hirge  quantity  of  copper  cash, 
GG,OOO,00O,  was  brought  in  for  the  local  mint,  which  melts  them  to 
secure  metal  for  coining  10-cash  pieces.  Exports  of  coins  were 
principall}'  subsidiary  silver  10  and  20  cent  pieces — 10,589,403  and 
9,350.327,  respectively.  Chinese  dollars  and  10-cash  pieces  were  also 
exported. 
Principal  Imports  into  Changsha. 

The  value  of  the  leading  articles  of  foreign  manufacture  imported 
into  Changsha  during  the  past  two  j'ears  is  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing table: 


Articles. 


COTTON  GOODS. 

Blankets 

Drills: 

American 

English 

Japanese 

Dyed: 

Cambrics,     lawns,     and 
muslins 

Shirtings  and  sheetings, 

plain 

Flannels 

Handkerchiefs 

Italians: 

Colored 

Figured 

Plain,  fast  black 

Jeans: 

English 

Japanese 

Lastings: 

Plain,  fast  black 

Plain  and  figured 

Prints:  Chintzes,  plain,  and 

shirtings 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain: 

American 

English.. 

Shirtings,  plain: 

Gray- 
American 

English 

Japanese 

White 

Thread,  in  balls 

Towels 

Turkey    red    cambrics    and 

shirtings 

Velvets  and  velveteens 

Venetians: 

Colored 

Fast  black,  plain 

Figured 

Yarns: 

.English 

Indian 

Japanese 


812, 877 

5,105 
26,391 
24, 151 


36,112 

15,S56 
72, 45S 
3,285 

53,153 
34, S62 
139, 442 

294,669 
15,301 

7,974 
7,667 


66, 566 
20,025 


13,285 
331,702 
8,188 
815, 226 
2,219 
16,347 

20,329 
164,681 

95,097 
40,872 
8,423 

15, 823 
33, 969 
422, 220 


?25, 851 

4,234 
6,299 
38, 801 


20,385 

29,087 
33, 115 
10, 780 

66, 352 
22,041 
120,682 

208, 485 
221, 769 

10, 875 
10, 842 


45, 672 
32,922 


38, 529 
372, 752 

10, 201 

935, 938 

7,115 

56, 657 

42, 715 
61, 713 

120, 947 
38,359 
5,816 


36,990 
1,182,349 


Articles. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PIECE   GOODS 

Canvas  and  cotton  duck. 
Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures 

Union  and  poncho  cloths 
Woolen    cloth:    Broad,    me 

dium,  habit,  and  Russian 


Copper  ingots  and  slabs... 

Iron,  galvanized,  sheets 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new: 

Nail  rod  and  bars 

Nails,  wire,  and  rivets. 

Sheets  and  plates 

Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars 


SUNDRIES. 

Bags 

Beche  de  mer 

Betel  nuts 

Buttons 

Cigarettes 

Clocks  and  watches 

Electrical  materials 

Glass,  window 

Lamps  and  lampware. 

Machinery 

Matches,  Japanese 

Needles 

Oils: 

Kerose-ne— 

American 

Borneo 

Sumatra 

Lubricating 

Pepper,  black 

Sandalwood 

Seaweed 

Soda 

Softwood 

Sugar: 

Brown 

White 

Refined 

Candy 

Umbrellas 


82,923 
74,390 
23, 229 


267, 557 
5,375 

6,511 
13, 806 

8,555 
42, 878 


13,413 

26,166 

5,326 

1,487 

60, 425 

11,366 

16, 326 

35, 461 

14, 120 

29, 460 

2,014 

9,829 


389,028 
268, 515 
158, 526 
2,862 
36,314 
52,008 
46,599 
56,541 
16,091 

39,309 
30, 948 
238, 752 
33, 141 
30,345 


1916 


$24, 161 
16,365 
6,551 


313, 125 
7,644 

14,838 

31,311 

8,637 

25,556 


27, 840 
22,101 
13, 935 
15,  709 

193, 461 
9,546 
33, 989 
40, 819 
30, 105 

195,835 
9,007 
25,320 


202,617 
122, 844 
79,302 
62, 158 
59, 193 
46, 570 
69, 601 
68, 440 
3,529 

77, 854 
70, 140 
400,312 
51,643 
75,  732 


Analysis  of  Imports. 

Among  the  cotton  goods  imported,  increases  were  registered  in  1916 
by  blankets,  dyed  shirtings  and  sheetings,  handkerchiefs,  colored 
Italians,  jeans,  lastings,  plain  shirtings,  thread,  towels,  turkey  red 
cambrics,  colored  Venetians,  and  Japanese  yarns.  Miscellaneous  piece 
goods,  except  canvas  and  cotton  duck,  declined  in  value.    American 
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piece  goods  are  finding  their  ^Yay  into  the  market,  which  is  still  sup- 
plied mostly  by  European  manufacturers. 

In  cigarette  sales  competition  developed  between  the  British- 
American  Tobacco  Co.  and  a  Chinese  concern,  the  Canton  Nanyang 
Bros.  Tobacco  ('o.,  of  Hongkong.  Aniline  dyes  and  artificial  indigo 
have  disappeared  entirely  from  the  customs  returns.  Imports  of  elec- 
trical materials  doubled  in  value  in  1916,  including  a  lighting  plant 
for  Hengchow  and  equipment  for  Changsha ;  both  came  from  the 
United  States.  The  organization  of  a  new  company  in  1910  placed 
electric  lighting  in  Changsha  on  a  competitive  basis.  PoAver  equip- 
ment was  installed  by  a  local  smelting  plant. 

There  is  a  demand  at  Changsha  for  about  7,000  or  8,000  boxes  of 
window  glass  per  year;  the  sizes  most  in  demand  are  24  by  16,  2G  by 
18,  and  30  by  20  inches.  American  glass  is  being  imported  in  fair 
quantities.  The  large  increase  in  the  value  of  machinery  imports 
was  due  to  extensive  purchases  of  hoisting  apparatus,  air  compressors, 
and  smelter  machinery  by  two  prominent  mining  companies.  More 
machinery  being  used,  more  lubricating  oil  Avas  brought  in.  The  de- 
cline in  imports  of  kerosene  was  occasioned  by  the  considerable  stocks 
remaining  from  1915. 

Imports  of  Chinese  goods  were  valued  at  $1,162,250  in  1915  and 
$983,886  in  1916.     Cement,  floiu-,  -native  fancy  cloths,  cotton  yarns 
brown    sugar,   and.   prepared   tobacco    decreased;    paper,    shirtino-s' 
sheetings,  and  white  sugar  increased. 
Export  Trade  Larger — Shipments  to  United  States. 

Following  is  a  table  giving  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
exported  from  Changsha  during  1915  and  1916 : 


»  Tons, 


'  Number. 
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Increasing  quantities  of  rice  were  exported  during  191G  as  a  result 
ol"  the  larger  crop,  and  more  hemp  was  shipped.  The  demand  for 
buffalo  and  cow  hides  maintained  the  importance  of  this  item,  which 
showed  a  smaller  quantity  but  a  higher  value  than  in  1910. 

Although  antimony,  regulus  and  crude,  declined  in  quantity,  its 
value  more  than  doubled.  The  gain  in  exports  of  lead  ore  was  occa- 
sioned by  a  lieav}'  demand  from  Japan.  During  the  past  year  the 
iWali  Chang  JVIining  &  Smelting  Co.  established  a  smelter  to  refine  the 
ore  from  its  mine  south  of  Liling;  this  is  the  first  large  smelter  in 
the  Province. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  in  1915  consisted  of  2,225  tons  of 
antimony  regulus  valued  at  $1,451,611  and  household  effects,  $529; 
total,  $1,452,140.  Shipments  in  1916  were  4,674,762  tons  of  antimony 
regulus.  $2,681,190;  210  tons  of  crude  antimony,  $79,520;  30  tons  of 
pig  tin,  $22,176 :  and  20  tons  of  tungsten  ore,  $22,89.2 ;  total,  $2,805,778. 

Trade  of  Yockow  in  1916. 

Yochow,  the  other  treaty  port  in  the  Changsha  district,  handles 
all  the  commerce  between  Hunan  and  the  Yangtze  River.  The  com- 
modities entering  into  its  import  and  export  trade  go  to  and  come 
from  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Province,  for  Avhich  Changteh  is 
the  distributing  center.  Pingsiang  coal  and  coke  is  brought  to 
Yochow  in  junks  and  later  reexported  to  Hankow  and  to  lower 
Yangtze  ports.  Among  the  exports  are  cinnabar,  from  the  western 
part  of  the  Province ;  niAV  cotton,  from  the  region  north  and  west  of 
Changteh;  ramie,  from  the  Yiyang  district;  and  wood  oil,  from  the 
Yuan  Eiver  Valley. 

The  value  of  the  principal  imports  and  exports  at  Yochow  during 
1916  is  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Artielcs. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

IMPORTS. 

Foreign  cotton  goods: 

Cretonnes,       reversible, 

yards 

Drills pes.. 

Dyed- 

8,236 
4,620 

$1,122 
13,714 

6,876 

18, 66G 

78,aso 

59, 403 

12,823 

18, 778 

11,272 
57,017 
60,9SS 

4,706 

164,638 

288,705 

1,073,418 

5. 175 

57,061 

2,916 

3,721 
393,537 

Chinese  cotton  goods— Con. 

Foreign  sundries: 
Cigarettes — 

First  quality No.. 

Second  quality,  do.. 
Fr.ns,  palm-leaf,  coarEc, 
number 

703,000 
14,651,000 

501,900 

$4,076 
48,542 

3,326 
2  559 

muslins pes..'         3.141 

Lamps  and  lanipware. . . 

Italians,  crape,  and 

4,264 
18, 767 

8,035 

4, 734 

89, 365 

1.910 
9;  391 
20,  ISO 

1,700 

61,758 

89,310 

6,870,400 

1,770 
6,534 

],0S0 

1,610 
2,161,333 

-Medicines 

8,227 

sateens,  plain — 

Colored pes.. 

Fast  black  ..do.. 
Keps  and  ribs,  fig- 
ured  pes.. 

Turkey  red  cottons. 

Oil:  Kerossnc — 

.\meriean galls.. 

Borneo do 

Sumatra do 

Soap,  bar lbs.. 

Stores,  household 

209,317 
67,80-0 
17,13J 
59,733 

50,453 
8,424 
2,256 
3,711 
6  278 

pieces 

Sugar— 

Ke.Oned lbs.. 

Candy do 

I'mbrclias,  cotton  ..Xo. . 
Chinese  siuidries: 

Books. printed ll)s. . 

Coal,  Pingsiang tons. . 

Coke,  Pingsiang. .  .do 

Flour,     Hankow     mill. 

2,531,867 
82, 267 
22,680 

43,000 
27,226 

1,872 

409,867 
4,000 

Velvets  and  velvet- 
eens, 22  in ..  yds. .. 
Venetians,  plain — 

Colored pes.. 

Fast  black  ..do.. 

Teans do.. 

Sheelings,    gray,    plain. 

141,557 
4,600 
7,759 

17,567 
167,782 
14,421 

Shirtings,  plain — 

12,579 
1,474 
2  386 

Orav pes.. 

V.'hite do.. 

Tobacco,  prepared,  .lbs. . 
All  other  articles 

Yam,  Tapanese lbs. . 

Chinese  cotton  goods: 

Total 

2,840,893 

Drills pes.. 

Nankeens do.. 

Sheetings,  gray,  Shang- 
hai  pes.. 

Shirtings,  gray,  Shang- 
hai  pes.. 

Yarn lbs.. 

E.xrORTS. 

Cinnabar lbs 

Cotton,  raw do 

Deerskins No. . 

Fiber,  ramie lbs . . 

21,333 

195,467 

18,132 

2,639,333 

9,403 

24,031 

4,941 

165,119 
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Articles. 


Chinese  cotton  goods— Con. 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks, 

pounds 

Hides: 

Huffalo lbs.. 

Cow do 

Medicines 

Metals  and  minerals: 
Antimony— 

Regiilus lbs 

Crude do 

Quicksilver do 

Nutgalls do 


Quantity, 


301,667 

4.31,067 
1,341,067 


S40, 000 
3S5, 333 
236, 133 
812, 533 


Value. 


?17, 299 

73,643 

319,079 

5,916 


326, 423 
65,070 

208, 889 
84,296 


Articles. 


Chinese  cotton  goods— Con. 

Oil,  wood do 

llico do 

Seeds:    Lily    flower    (lotus 

nuts) lbs.. 

Tallow: 

Animal do 

Vegetable do 

Varnish do 

Wax,  yellow do 

Total 


Quantity. 


6, 504, 800 
9,814,400 

1, 276, 667 

56, 267 

737,067 

32, 667 

14,933 


Value. 


$317,618 
137,791 

76,772 

3,845 

50,825 

.5,362 

3,700 


Introduction  of  American  Goods — Marine  Engines  and  Other  Needs. 

It  is  essential  for  American  manufacturers  who  consider  this 
market  to  note  that  local  Chinese  merchants  are  not  in  a  position  to 
conduct  foreign  trade  directly,  and  so  far  as  Changsha  is  concerned 
attention  should  be  concentrated  upon  the  establishment  of  agencies 
at  Hankow, or  Shanghai.  The  Japanese  are  introducing  their  prod- 
ucts successfully  through  small  retail  shops  controlled  by  them. 
Although  American  merchants  can  hardly  compete  with  this  kind 
of  trade,  they  can  sell  their  better  quality  goods  to  the  large  Chinese 
merchants  by  direct  personal  representation.  An  agent  at  Shanghai 
supplied  Avith  stock  can  advertise  in  the  Changsha  newspapers  and 
m)tify  the  trade  of  the  lines  offered  and  their  usefulness.  Chinese 
firms  and  business  men  in  this  district  generally  can  not  understand 
catalogues,  which  are  practically  useless  for  producing  orders. 

There  is  need  for  a  cheap,  durable,  simply  constructed  marine 
engine  to  be  installed  in  Chinese  junks.  Small  gasoline  and  kerosene 
motors  are  increasingly  in  demand.  Through  its  many  w^aterways 
almost  95  per  cent  of  the  area  of  this  Province  is  accessible  to  boats 
of  light  draft.  There  should  be  a  market  for  small  motor  boats  for 
towing  cargoes  of  rice  and  other  crops  each  year  from  producing  to 
shipping  centers. 

American  manufacturers  of  leather  and  cotton  belting  are  afforded 
an  opportunity  in  the  Changsha  district  by  the  more  extensive  use 
of  machinery.  Belting  is  handled  by  Chinese  merchants,  who  pur- 
chase it  from  the  import  houses  at  Shanghai. 

The  cotton  yarn  that  supplies  the  3,000  hand  looms  in  Changsha, 
which  manufacture  plain  and  fancy  piece  goods  known  to  the  trade 
as  nankeens,  comes  from  English,  Indian,  Japanese,  and  Chinese 
sources.  It  is  doubtful  whether  American  mills  can  compete  with 
the  Japanese  or  Chinese  in  furnishing  this  yarn,  the  consumption 
of  which  is  very  large. 

CHUNGKING. 

By  Consul  M.  S.  Myer.s. 

Included  in  this  consular  district  are  the  Provinces  of  Szechwan, 
with  an  area  of  218,533  square  miles  and  a  population  of  71,248,000, 
and  Tibet  south  of  the  Kokonor  region.  All  Tibet  contains  403,320 
square  miles  of  area  and  0,430,000  inhabitants.  Its  trade  is  largely 
with  this  Province ;  it  takes  few  foreign  goods,  but  produces  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  exports  from  Chungking,  the  population  of  which 
consists  of  400,000  natives  and  210  foreigners. 
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Commercial  Review  of  1916. 

Owing  to  political  disturbances  during  the  first  8  months  of  191G 
and  to  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  freight  transportation  facilities, 
trade  in  this  district  was  conducted  along  conservative  lines,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  Chinese  calendar  year,  when  final  settlements  are 
made,  no  failures  occurred.  Profits  made  in  some  lines  were  offset 
by  losses  in  others,  so  that  191G  w\as  generally  unfavorable;  consider- 
ing the  conditions  it  is  surprising  that  trade  recovered  as  much  as 
it  did. 

Dealers  in  cotton  yarn  enjoyed  a  good  year,  with  a  net  profit  of 
about  8  per  cent.  Uncertain  delivery  limited  the  piece-goods  trade. 
Exporters  were  not  successful,  although  toward  the  end  of  the  year 
a  heavy  demand  from  the  United  States  for  goatskins  advanced 
prices  from  73  taels  ($58)  per  picul  (133?j  pounds)  to  240  taels 
($190).  The  result  was  much  speculating  and  a  sudden  fall  in 
quotations  before  deliveries  Avere  made.  Since  February  1,  1917, 
exports  have  been  greatly  restricted. 

Banking  and  Exchange. 

The  past  jeav  was  so  profitable  for  bankers  that  10  new  banks 
have  been  started  since  January  23,  1917.  Throughout  1916  money 
was  tight  and  interest  rates  reached  3  per  cent  per  month,  but  were 
generally  about  1^  per  cent.  As  a  -result  of  the  exchange  notes  of 
credit,  which  were  in  circulation  during  most  of  the  year,  and  the 
nonarrival  of  silver  for  the  purchase  of  imports,  the  bankers  con- 
trolled the  local  silver  supply.  Sycee,  the  money  of  business,  became 
scarce,  and  its  exportation  from  Chungking  was  prohibited  from  the 
end  of  October.  A  peculiar  feature  of  Chungking  banking  methods 
is  the  lending  of  money  without  security ;  this  is  restricted,  of  course, 
to  firms  of  known  financial  standing. 

When  the  moratorium  was  declared  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
China  and  the  Bank  of  Communications  fell  and  have  since  remained 
below  par.  The  former  have  generally  been  exchangeable  at  about 
90  cents  silver  to  the  dollar ;  the  latter,  at  about  80  cents  silver  to  the 
dollar,  and  they  have  declined  at  times  to  60  cents.  At  present  the 
use  of  these  notes  is  restricted.  The  issues  are  considerable,  but  as 
manj^  were  carried  into  the  interior  the  contraction  in  their  value 
has  had  little  direct  effect  upon  the  trade  of  this  port ;  the  small  deal- 
ers in  the  country  have  been  the  chief  sufferers. 

Exchange  on  Shanghai  was  against  Chungking  throughout  the 
year,  which  means  that  exporters  obtained  less  Chungking  money  for 
their  goods.  The  parity  of  exchange  is  901.176  Szechwan  taels  the 
equivalent  of  1,000  Shanghai  taels.  The  average  rates  for  each  quar- 
ter of  1916  were  915,  880,  946,  and  916  Szechwan  taels  per  1,000 
Shanghai  taels,  due  principally  to  local  political  conditions  and  the 
resulting  scarcity  of  silver.  Another  factor  was  a  corner  of  the  silver 
sycee  in  the  autumn  by  the  local  cash  shops.  The  value  of  cash 
remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  year,  ranging  between  1,600  and 
1,680  cash  for  the  silver  dollar. 

As  to  foreign  exchange,  the  ruling  high  silver  tended  to  restrict 
exports,  but  for  many  commodities  this  was  more  than  counteracted 
by  increased  demand  and  higher  prices  offered  in  foreign  countries 
as  a  result  of  war  conditions. 
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Agricultural  Products — Silk  Yield  Below  Normal. 

Rice  is  the  sta])lc  foodstuff  of  this  Province  and  the  191G  crop  was 
excellent.  In  this  section  it  was  the  best  in  several  years.  The  yield 
of  wheat,  one  of  the  principal  winter  crops,  was  satisfactory.  AVheat 
in  various  forms  is  used  as  food,  and  it  is  also  exported.  There  were 
good  crops  of  sugar  and  tobacco,  which  are  sent  to  other  Provinces 
in  considerable  quantities. 

The  yield  of  silk  in  1916  was  only  fair,  about  the  same  as  the 
year  before,  because  of  the  unfavorably  damp  season.  More  attention 
is  being  given  to  the  cultivation  of  mulberry  trees  and  the  raising 
of  silk  worms.  The  principal  producing  centers  are  Chengtu,  Mien- 
chow,  Paoning,  Tungchuan,  and  dilating. 

Cotton-Weaving,  Silk,  and  Other  Industries. 

Cotton-cloth  weaving  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  industries  in 
Szechwan  Province.  Native  looms  are  found  everywhere,  but  espe- 
cially in  the  Suining  and  Tungchuan  districts.  Each  year  more  cot- 
ton yarn  is  imported.  No  power  looms  are  in  use,  but  with  the 
growth  of  this  industry  their  early  introduction  may  be  expected. 

During  the  past  few  .years  many  new  filatur2S  have  been  estab- 
lished in  the  Province ;  there  are  now  about  50,  which  produce  about 
3,570  hundredweight  of  silk  annually.  Many  of  these  are  steam 
filatures  and  4  at  least  are  rereeling  filatures.  There  are  7  in  Chung- 
king and  vicinity.  The  silk-weaving  industry  is  also  being  developed. 
Chengtu  is  the  chief  center,  but  other  silk-producing  sections  are  also 
engaged  largely. 

The  principal  salt-producing  centers  are  Tzuliuching  and  Wutung- 
chiao,  near  Kiatingfu.  There  is  an  opportunity  for  the  introduction 
of  suitable  American  machinery  for  raising  the  brine  and  boring  the 
wells.  The  use  of  machinery  is  rapidly  gaining  in  popularity. 
Natural  gas  is  employed  as  fuel  for  evaporation  purposes. 

A  great  deal  of  paper  is  made  in  this  district,  chiefly  at  Mienchow, 
Chungchow,  and  Luchow.  The  process  is  confined  to  native  methods, 
but  eventually  there  will  be  a  market  for  modern  ])ai)er  plants. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  goods,  matches,  glass  and  glassware, 
and  soap  is  increasing.  Of  the  G  leather  factories  at  Chengtu,  only 
1  employs  machinery.  There  are  4  small  leather  factories  and  a  glass 
plant  at  Chungking.  A  soap  factory  at  Chengtu  has  a  maximum 
output  of  C,000  cases  per  year;  the  machinery  is  Japanese  and  Ger- 
nian.  Seven  match  factories  are  now  in  operation  in  the  Province 
and  10  are  closed.  The  Government  arsenal  and  two  mints  in 
Szechwan  are  modern  in  their  equipment.  The  develoi)ment  of  local 
manufactures  will  mean  large  purchases  of  industrial  machinery 
from  abroad. 

Lighting  Plants  and  Telephone  Systems — New  Buildings. 

There  are  four  electric  lighting  plants  at  Chungking,  Chengtu,  and 
Luchow.  The  Chungking  plant,  in  operation  for  about  six  years,  is 
now  in  bad  condition.  Neither  of  the  two  small  plants  in  Chengtu 
has  been  operated  profitably;  the  Chi  Ming  Electric  Light  Co.,  which 
owns  the  larger  of  these,  contemplates  the  installation  of  new  and 
more  extensive  equipment.  The  Luchow  plant,  opened  December  4, 
191G,  generating  12  kilowatts,  has  a  voltage  of  100  and  a  capacity  of 
about  500  lamps.    It  was  supplied  by  the  General  Electric  Co.  of 
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China.    Power  is  furnished  by  a  Robey  SO-horsepower  engine.    This 
Province  is  a  good  fieki  for  electrical  development. 

Two  small  official  telephone  systems  are  in  use  at  Chungking  and 
Chengtu.  The  latter  is  operated  by  the  military  authorities,  but  its 
service  has  been  extended  to  the  public.  The  4  switchboards  control 
343  instruments.  Telephone  operation  in  the  Province  is  a  (irovern- 
ment  enterprise  reserved  to  the  Ministry  of  Connnunications. 

The  construction  of  buildings  of  foreign  or  semiforeign  type  at 
Chungking  is  continuing  and  may  be  expected  to  increase  from  year 
to  .year,  owing  to  the  limited  area  of  the  city  and  the  need  for  struc- 
tures with  several  stories.  The  largest  project  now  being  under- 
taken is  a  4-story  office  building  for  the  Young  Bros.  Trust  Co.,  (Chu 
Hsing  Cheng),  near  the  Chamber  of  Connnerce,  which  Avill  cost 
about  $50,000.  The  Bank  of  China  and  three  foreign  firms  are  among 
the  occupants.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  erected  its  new 
headquarters  in  1915,  is  constructing  an  arcade  with  space  for  several 
hundred  shops. 
Maritime  Customs  Statistics  for  Chungking. 

Tliere  follows  a  summary  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  this 
port  through  the  Chinese  IVIaritime  Customs  during  1015  and  1016. 
The  figures  given  in  this  and  in  tho  succeeding  tables  represent  c.  i.  f. 
values  at  Shanghai  for  imports  and  f.  o.  b.  values  at  Shanghai  for 
exports:  the  latter  amounts  are  found  by  adding  13  per  cent  to  the 
Chungking  market  values. 


Imports  and  exports. 

1915 

1916 

Imports  and  exports. 

1915 

1016 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 
From  foreign  countries. 
From  Chinese  ports — 

.S432, 178 
5, 13S,  734 

S395,043 
4,917,513 

Exports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts of  local  origin: 
To  foreim  countries. . . 
To  Chinese  ports 

Totalexports  of  local 
origin  

S.55,962 
10, 063, 841 

8160, 410 
14,586,157 

Total  foreign  imports 

5,570,912 

5,312,556 

10,123,803 

Reexports  of  foreign  goods 

248,021 

85, 710 

14,746,567 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of 

5,322,.SS8 

5,226,846 

21,672,655     27,311,743 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  port .... 

21,423.877 

Imports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts . 

5,980,941 

7,252,620 

27,226,033 

Reexports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts to  Chinese  ports 

755 

Net  total  Chinese  im- 
ports  

5,980,186 

7,252,020 

The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  Chungking  for  191G  increased  by 
$5,802,156,  expressed  in  United  States  currency,  and  decreased  by 
2,136,562  Haikwan  taels,  the  Chinese  medium.  This  discrepancy  is 
explained  by  the  difference  in  conversion  rates  and  by  tlie  material 
advance  in  prices.  There  was  a  general  decline  in  for^'ign  imports 
and  a  material  gain  in  exports.  For  the  first  time  the  balance  of 
trade  was  in  favor  of  Chungking  during  1016,  when  the  excess  of 
exports  over  imports  amounted  to  $2,267,101;  in  1915  the  balance 
was  reversed  by  $1,182,271.  Another  feature  was  the  marked  in- 
crease of  Chinese  over  foreign  imports,  $2,025,774  in  1916  against 
$657,298  in  1915.  Cotton  goods  comprised  the  major  part  of  this 
advance. 
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The  direct  trade  of  this  port  with  foreign  countries  is  never  im- 
portant. More  than  lialf  is  with  Hongkong;  most  of  the  remainder 
with  France,  Japan,  and  Great  Britain.  Of  imports  the  leading 
articles  are  cotton  yarn,  gasoline  and  benzine,  fish,  cigarettes,  medi- 
cines, palm  leaf  fans,  and  birds'  nest  soup.  The  principal  exports 
are  musk,  medicines,  pongees,  and  fungus. 
Treasure  Movement — Large  Customs  Returns. 

The  imports  of  treasure  from  Chinese  ports  were  $1,356,259  in 
1915  and  $2,185,G42  in  191C;  exports  to  them,  $749,929  in  1915  and 
$320,988  in  1916.  During  the  past  year  the  imports  consisted  entirely 
of  silver,  mostly  in  Chinese  dollars,  and  came  principally  from 
Ichang;  except  $21,039  in  gold  bars  for  Ichang,  the  exports  com- 
prised silver  for  various  inland  points. 

The  dues  and  duties  collected  in  191G  were  the  highest  since  1910, 
the  last  year  of  the  opium  trade.  The  figures  for  1915  and  1916 
follow :  Import,  $22,754  and  $16,752 ;  export,  $276,619  and  $385,323 ; 
coast  trade,  $12,141  and  $9,268;  and  transit,  $1,031  and  $19,728; 
total,  $312,545  in  1915  and  $431,071  in  1916.  The  number  of  transit 
passes  issued  increased  from  862  in  1915  to  10,944  in  1916.  To  be 
noted  in  the  collection  of  export  duties  is  the  increased  customs  valu- 
ation given  to  a  number  of  articles  during  the  past  year.  Most  im- 
port cargo  enters  under  exemption  certificates. 
Principal  Articles  Imported  from  Abroad, 

The  value  of  the  most  important  commodities  imported  from 
foreign  countries  into  Chungking  during  the  past  two  years  is  shown 
in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


1915 


and 


Beche  de  mer 

Birds'  nests 

Braid 

Buttons 

Cardamoms 

Cliinaware 

Cigarettes 

Clocks  and  watches. . . 

Clothing,  hats,  etc 

Cotton  goods: 

Blankets 

Cambrics,    lawns 

muslins 

Drills 

Dyed- 
Italians,  Venetians, 
poplins,  and  last- 
ings,  plain — 

Colored 

Fast  black 

Italians,  poplins,  and 
last  ings — figured. . . 

Shirtings,  plain 

Flannelettes 

Handkerchiefs 

.leans 

Prints, plain,  andchintzps 
Shootings,  gray,  plain... 
Shirtings,  plain— 

Orav 

White 

Thread,  in  balls 

Towels 

Turkey  red  cottons  and 

dyed  T  cloths 

Velvets  and  velveteens . . 

Yarn 

Enameled  ware. . 
Fans,  palm-leaf. . 


?2<<,  636 
11,798 
16, 293 

9,300 
13, 161 
10, 922 
19, 634 

5, 949 
13, 687 

7,791 

132 
9,373 


290, 273 
84, 899 

34, 0S4 
24,191 
31,623 
3,630 
12,164 
19, 489 
35, 400 

278, 020 

470, 798 

4,627 

4,649 

4,946 

22,948 

3,078,062 

16.022 

is;  369 


1916 


$3G,  534 
16,944 
14,523 
6,312 
17,988 
12, 270 
63, 693 
10,597 
12,444 

13, 971 

11,585 
12, 549 


243, 370 

88, 694 

9,736 
41,007 
31,989 
14, 700 

9,015 
30, 677 

7,167 

195, 419 

570, 503 

12, 048 

5,359 

21,308 
16,694 
2,838,876 
11,874 
14,954 


Articles. 


Fish  and  fish  products 

riin«eng 

Hosiery 

Isinglass 

Lamps  and  lampware 

Leather 

Machinery  and  parts 

Machines,  knitting  and  sew- 
ing  

Match-making  materials 

Medicines 

Metals 

Milk,  condensed 

Mirrors 

Needles 

0;is: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating , 

Paper 

Pepper,  black  and  white 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics  — 

Photographic  materials , 

Piece  goods,  miscellaneous. . , 

Seaweed  and  agar , 

Soap 

Stores,  household 

Toilet  requisites 

Umbrellas 

Wines,  beer,  etc 

Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures 

Woolen  goods 

Postal  parcels  (not  otherwise 
classified) 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Excess  of  reexports  over  im- 
ports  


Net  total. 


1915 


$75,840 
34, 381 
14,471 
6,440 
11,571 


28,263 

6,405 
11,176 
67, 502 
55,908 
4,357 
5,029 
3,397 

115,083 
78 

6,379 
23,030 

3,965 

3,134 
50,941 
55, 327 
19,315 
25, 329 

6,400 
27, 071 

7,074 
23,0,58 
29,637 

4,667 
198,408 


5, 499, 516 
176,628 


5,322,888 


1916 


,?70.642 

69,600 

18,660 

5,840 

15,632 

8,051 

7,507 

3,088 
5,299 
60,081 
43, 709 
8,601 
8,941 
31,950 

116,348 

9,619 

9,458 

33,986 

7,019 

4,600 

43,709 

32,707 

10,219 

27,347 

11,634 

26,435 

10,843 

6,530 

14,773 

9,853 
149,850 


5,275,366 
48,520 


5,226,846 
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Cotton  Goods  Form  Bulk  of  Imports. 

About  84  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  during  the  past  two  years 
consisted  of  cotton  goods,  inchiding  yarn.  Their  aggregate  value  in 
1915  was  ^,475,585  (7,313,047  Haikwan  taels)  and  in  191G,  $4,201,219 
(5,072,089  Haikwan  taels).  Larger  imports  of  native  yarn  in  1916 
brought  about  a  decrease  in  foreign  purchases  from  242,718  to  169,343 
hundredweight.  Indian  and  Japanese  yarn  shared  the  market  with 
the  following  respective  quantities:  1915,  175,684  and  66,944  hundred- 
weight; 1916,  145,426  and  23,827  hundredweight. 

The  cotton  piece-goods  trade  was  much  restricted  owing  to  the 
uncertaint}^  of  transportation  and  other  causes.  White  shirtings  did 
comparatively  well,  but  gray  shirtings  fell  about  50  per  cent.  Dyed 
shirtings,  relatively  unimportant,  recorded  an  increase  and  have  been 
growing  steadily  in  recent  years.  Of  gray  shirtings  280  pieces  were 
American,  about  5,000  Japanese,  and  the  remainder  English.  Except 
for  3,070  pieces  that  were  Japanese,  white  shirtings  imported  were 
all  English.  Dyed  cottons,  mostly  English,  showed  a  considerable 
decrease.  Japanese  products  are  largely  represented  in  drills,  jeans, 
flannelettes,  towels,  thread,  and  blankets.  Foreign  drills  have  been 
supplanted  by  the  native  article  in  this  market.  Cambrics,  lawns, 
muslins,  and  Russian  chintzes  are  in  growing  demand.  The  cotton 
import  iDUsiness  is  entireh^  in  the  hands  of  Chinese  merchants. 
American  Products  in  Chungking  District. 

The  kerosene  oil  trade  was  not  so  good  as  in,  1915,  principally  be- 
cause of  the  impossibility  of  providing  sufficient  stock  for  agencies 
owing  to  conditions  previously  mentioned.  Total  sales  were  about 
double  the  imports,  the  local  price  fluctuating  with  exchange  on 
Shanghai.  More  kerosene  is  being  used  here.  A  British  company 
recently  opened  a  branch  in  Chungking  and  a  more  active  exploita- 
tion of  this  market  by  both  American  and  British  concerns  is  likely. 

The  import  of  ginseng  decreased  in  quantity,  but  increased  in 
value;  5,912  pounds  of  American,  $43,295,  was  brought  in,  against 
20,088  pounds  of  Japanese,  $25,900.  Prices  were  somewhat  higher 
than  usual  owing  to  transportation  difficulties  betw^een  Ichang  and 
Chungking. 

According  to  the  customs  returns,  77  sewing  machines,  valued  at 
$2,007,  and  64  knitting  machines,  $1,515,  were  imported.  The  Ameri- 
can trade  was  up  to  the  average  of  1914  and  1915.  During  the  year 
5  new  agencies  were  established,  bringing  the  total  to  16.  The  pros- 
pects for  more  business  during  1917  are  good  and  regular  monthly 
shipments  are  expected.  English  and  Japanese  hand  knitting  ma- 
chines are  on  the  market. 

Other  Foreign  Imports — Metals,  Etc. 

Cigarette  imports  showed  a  large  increase  over  1915,  but  were 
less  than  those  of  1913  and  1914.  Clocks,  mostly  Japanese,  and 
watches  (Swiss)  also  gained.  Cheap  watches  have  the  largest  sale. 
Enameled  ware — basins,  pitchers,  etc. — is  principally  Japanese;  so 
is  hosiery.  Among  lamps  and  lampware  both  American  and  Japa- 
nese products  are  represented.  With  the  increasing  use  of  kerosene 
there  will  be  a  greater  demand  for  lamps.  Imports  of  match- 
making materials  are  chiefly  English  phosphorus. 

The  import  of  metals  is  never  large.  The  decrease  in  1916  is  ex- 
plained  by   the   absence    of   copper    for   minting   purposes,    which 


26 


SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMEECE    REPORTS. 


amounted  to  $32.0D-1:  in  1915.  The  principal  items  for  191G  were: 
Nails  and  rivets,  $7,818;  galvanized  wire,  $8,418;  nickel,  $1,G22;  tin, 
in  slabs,  $13,452;  and  zinc,  $7,189.  Some  of  the  w^ire  was  for  the 
brine-hauling  machinery  at  Tzuliuching.  Tin  is  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  pewter  ware. 

Medicines  showed  a  marked  decrease  in  comparison  with  the  im- 
ports of  $88,948  and  $130,112  for  1913  and  1914,  respectively.  Con- 
densed milk  is  becoming  more  popular  among  the  Chinese  and  a 
continued  gain  in  imports  is  probable.  Several  American,  Swiss, 
and  British  brands  are  on  the  market.  More  needles  were  imported; 
Japanese  manufacturers  have  captured  this  trade.  Of  the  paper 
brought  in  581  hundredweight,  valued  at  $4,503,  Avas  news  print  for 
the  increased  number  of  newspapers  in  this  district.  The  import  of 
soap  from  Great  Britain  and  Japan  declined  from  $19,315  to  $10,219. 
Toilet  soap  fell  from  $11,851  to  $8,357. 

Market  for  Soda  Ash — Chinese  Imports. 

The  local  market  for  soda  ash  is  worth  the  attention  of  American 
manufacturers.  Imports  in  1914  were  43,265  hundredweight.  Al- 
though none  are  shown  for  1916,  14,732  hundredweight  were  actually 
entered,  but  later,  together  with  local  stocks,  reexported  to  Japan 
for  purifying  antimony.  Soda  ash  is  used  for  bleaching  and  dyeing 
cloth,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  Recently  glass  factories 
have  been  experimenting  with  it.  American  firms  would  find  a  ready 
market  for  this  commodity,  and  if  the  proper  connections  were 
formed  a  permanent  trade  could  be  established.  More  toilet 
requisites  and  fewer  imibrellas,  both  of  Japanese  origin,  were  im- 
ported in  1916.  Marked  decreases  were  noted  in  woolen  and  cotton 
mixtures  and  woolen  goods.  The  principal  articles  included  in 
woolen  goods  are  broadcloth  and  long  ells. 

The  excess  of  reexports  over  imports,  occurring  in  1915  in  aniline 
and  artificial  indigo  and  in  1916  in  the  same  articles  and  soda  ash, 
was  due  to  shipments  from  stocks  imported  in  previous  years. 

Imports  of  Chinese  products  consisted  largely  of  cotton  yarn, 
$4,760,200  in  1915  and  $6,288,391  in  1916;  native  fancy  cloth,  drills, 
nankeens,  silk  piece  goods,  and  medicines,  with  a  total  value  of 
$5,980,186  in  1915  and  $7,252,620  in  1916. 

Value  of  Leading  Exports. 

The  N  alue  of  the  princip.d  articles  exported  from  Chungking  dur- 
ing 1915  and  1916  is  shown  below : 


Articles. 


Antimony,    rcgiilus    and 

tniflo 

Bonos ; 

Bristles 

nyostuffs 

Fcal  hers 

Filjprs: 

Coir 

Hemp 

Fiingiis , 

Glue,  W)W '. 

Orass  cloth 

Hair,  human 

Hides,  cow  and  buffalo... 
Horns,  deer 


1915 

1910 

S2, 704 
4, 003 

$10,118 
11,400 

CG6, 576 
5,319 

702,930 
7,700 

31,040 

35,558 

20,875 

29, 909 

207, 457 
434, 930 

212,494 
437, 719 

8,209 

13,245 

479, 499 
23,873 

882, 598 
32,975 

l,015,4ti5 

1,101,546 

13,588 

25,835 

Articles. 


Indigo,  liquid 

Intestines 

Lead: 

Ore 

White 

Yellow 

Leather 

Lily  flowers,  dried . 

Medicines 

Musk 

Nutpalls 

Quicksilver 

Rhubarb 

Silk: 

Cocoons 


S16,987 
35, 096 

02, 077 

19, 813 

10,901 

30, 120 

47. 827 

1,120,918 

395, 177 

239,005 

39, 749 

185, 288 

17,065 


S40, 183 
63,029 

.51,070 

27,297 

13,518 

38, 085 

30,114 

1,321,192 

039,824 

399,033 

21,156 

189, 749 

4,933 
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Silk — Continued: 

Cocoons,  refuse 

Piece  goods 

Pongees 

Raw- 
White— 

Rerecled 

Steam  filature. 

Otlicr 

Yellow— 

Rereeled 

Steam  filature. 

Other 

Wild,  not  filature.. 

Waste 

Skins: 

Goat 

Raccoon 

Other 


1915 


$273, 755 
43,332 


5,549 
57, 104 
17,081 

306, 797 

032, 373 

1, 143, 736 

21,981 

26, 219 

890, 124 

8,886 

48,692 


1916 


$457, 
26, 
18, 


7, 
149, 
72, 

523, 

1,404, 

1,374, 

60, 

36, 

1,776, 

-    8, 

92, 


Articles. 


Sugar: 

Brown 

White 

Tallow: 

Animal 

Vegetable 

Tobacco,  leaf  and  stalk. 

Turmeric 

Varnish 

Wa-K: 

Vegetable 

White 

Yellow 

Wheat 

Wool 

Zmc 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$7,383 
36,942 

117,561 
91,745 
84,618 
00,077 
8,471 

229 
177, 976 
13, 165 
69, 040 
599,912 
43,318 
186,074 


10,120,803 


1916 


$11,401 
184,949 

247, 192 
258, S86 

149. 159 
95,880 

7,568 

34,734 

287,326 

13, 188 

44, 154 

814. 160 


120,685 


14,746,576 


Declared  exports  invoiced  at  Chungking  represent  an  insignificant 
portion  of  the  goods  originating  in  this  district  and  eventually  reach- 
ing the  United  States.  The  only  item  in  1915  was  1*2,000  pounds  of 
human  hair,  valued  at  $1,663 ;  in  1916  the  articles  were  56,6()7  pounds 
of  bristles,  $48,358,  and  personal  eifects,  $315,  making  a  total  of 
$48,673.  The  export  trade  of  this  Province  is  largely  in  the  hands 
of  Chinese  dealers,  who  sell  the  various  products  to  foreign  ex- 
porters at  Hankow  and  Shanghai. 

Review  of  Export  Trade. 

An  increased  quantity  of  crude  antimony  was  expQi'ted  in  1916. 
There  was  a  good  market  for  bristles,  with  a  greater  value  for  a 
smaller  quantity;  foreign  prices  ruled  high  early  in  the  year  but 
later  dropped  below  the  purchaseable  level  for  the  shorter  lengths. 
Dyestuffs  comprise  hartal  (orpiment)  and  safflower  consigned  to 
other  parts  of  China.  The  feather  trade  was  very  unsatisfactory, 
because  the  German  market  Avas  closed;  prices  fell  from  28  taels 
($24.40)  per  picul  (133^  pounds)  to  12  taels  ($9.60). 

Of  the  fibers,  coir  was  sent  to  Japan  in  somewhat  smaller  quanti- 
ties; shipments  of  hemp  {C'amuihis  sativa  and  abutilon)  also  de- 
creased in  volume  for  the  first  time  in  recent  years.  Abutilon  hemp 
is  used  in  Italy  for  making  baskets  for  wine  bottles  and  elsewhere 
in  the  manufacture  of  carpets.  Grass  cloth  exports  were  divided 
between  coarse  (1,773  hundredweight,  $97,360)  and  fine  (6,596  hun- 
dredweight, $785,238)  and  went  to  China  and  Chosen.  The  ramie 
from  which  this  is  made  yields  three  crops  annually.  Shipments  of 
hides  declined  from  57,478  pieces  in  1915  to  40,105  in  1916.  Prices 
w^ere  fair  and  steady ;  the  United  States  was  a  large  buyer. 

The  production  of  liquid  indigo  has  increased  materially  since  the 
import  of  aniline  dyes  ceased  and  more  has  been  available  for  export, 
although  the  domestic  consumption  is  large.  Most  of  the  pigs'  intes- 
tines were  sent  to  the  United  States  and  England. 

Chungking  is  the  leading  point  of  shipment  for  musk,  which  comes 
from  Tibet.  France  and  the  United  States  are  the  principal  buyers. 
Nutgalls,  used  for  dyeing  purposes,  were  exported  in  about  the  same 
quantity  as  in  1915.  Ehubarb  dealers  had  a  bad  year ;  the  European 
demand  was  light  and  x)i'ices  were  low. 


28  SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE    REPORTS. 

Shipments  of  Silk  and  Wool — TJse  of  Parcel  Post, 

Exports  of  silk  increased  in  value  from  $2,552,545  in  1915  to 
$4,130,107  in  IDIG.  There  has  been  a  steady  expansion  of  the  steam 
filature  industry.  During  the  past  year,  however,  many  exporters 
suffered  losses  on  account  of  war  conditions,  and  it  is  said  that  large 
stocks  of  unsold  Szechwan  silk  remain  at  Shanghai.  India  and 
France  take  most  of  this  product. 

More  goatskins  were  shipped  from  Chungking  in  191G  than  ever 
recorded  by  the  Maritime  Customs;  the  increase  was  over  400,000 
pieces.  Other  skins,  mainly  raccoon,  rabbit,  cat,  and  doe,  showed  a 
decrease.  Russia  purchased  large  quantities  of  animal  and  vegetable 
tallow,  which  has  advanced  steadily  in  exports  since  the  war  began. 
Sugar  and  turmeric  gained;  these  are  consumed  in  China.  Exports 
of  white  Avax,  employed  in  candle  making  and  paper  glazing,  declined. 

There  was  a  strong  demand  for  wool,  chiefly  from  the  United 
States.  This  product  comes  from  Tibet  and  the  leading  centers  of 
the  trade  are  Tatsienlu  and  Sungpan.  Prices  in  191G  were  high,  but 
dealers  did  not  profit.  Early  in  1917  exchange  and  other  factors 
caused  the  market  to  decline. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  growing  importance  of  the  parcel  post 
to  trade.  The  value  of  such  exports  in  1916,  $160,410,  is  a  very  con- 
siderable increase  over  previous  years,  accounted  for  mainly  by  the 
comparative  safety  of  transportation  by  mail.  Among  the  principal 
articles  exported  by  post  were  silk  pongee,  medicines,  grass  cloth, 
and  musk. 
Native  Customs  Trade — Wood  Oil  from  Wanhsien. 

Statistics  are  not  available  for  the  trade  passing  through  the 
native  customs  at  Kueifu,  the  volume  of  which  is  larg".  amounting 
to  $10,000,000  or  more.  The  chief  imports  are  Hupeh  cotton,  cciton 
cloth  and  yarn,  china  ware,  sea  foods,  and  tea.  Among  the  jirincipal 
exports  are  wood  oil,  wdieat,  sugar,  and  tobacco.  With  the  opening 
of  Wanhsien  to  foreign  commei-ce  and  the  establishment  of  the  Mari- 
time Customs  there  in  1917,  much  of  this  trade  will  be  entered 
through  the  new  customs. 

Wood  oil  does  not  appear  among  the  exports  through  the  Chung- 
king Maritime  Customs.  A  certain  amount  is  exported  through  the 
local  likin  station,  but  the  center  of  production  in  this  Province  is 
Wanhsien.  The  tung-shu,  or  wood-oil  tree,  is  grown  extensively 
throughout  that  part  of  Szechwan  east  of  the  Chialing  River.  The 
Wanhsien  export  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  more  than  238,095 
hundredweight  in  1916. 
Shipping  on  the  Yangtze  River — Conservancy  Work. 

As  a  result  of  disturbed  conditions,  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  show  a  decrease.  There  were 
52  steamers  of  16,333  tons  in  1916,  compared  with  120  of  31.627  tons 
in  1915;  and  1.684  chartered  junks  of  90.855  tons,  against  1.905  of 
85,793  tons. 

I  See  report  on  Steam  Navi.^iation  on  the  Upper  Yangtze,  published  in  Coir- 
iiKUCE  Reports  for  .Tan.  23,  1917,  for  a  description  of  the  services  between 
Icliang  and  Chungkini,'.] 

To  the  three  ships,  the  Shutung^  Shuhim,  and  Tachuan,  which 
have  been  operated  on  the  Upper  Yangtze  for  several  years,  were 
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added  in  1916  the  Lienhua  and  Chuchuan.  These  new  vessels  have 
undergone  alterations  during  the  winter  and  will  be  placed  in  regular 
service  when  navigation  opens.  Several  other  ships  were  built  in 
1916.  Two  small  steamers,  the  Juiyue  and  Yuanchi,  of  the  flat- 
bottom  launch  type,  are  operating  under  inland  steam  navigation 
rules  between  Chungking  and  Chiating.  The  large  profits  made  by 
the  Szechwan  Steam  Navigation  Co.  with  its  British-built  ships  have 
induced  the  expansion  in  steam  transportation,  which  Avill  increase 
further  after  the  war,  when  engine  and  boiler  equipment  can  be 
obtained  more  readily. 

For  the  improvement  of  navigation  work  was  started  on  January 
8,  1917,  by  a  conservancy  bureau  under  the  Ministry  of  Military 
Affairs.    Thus  far  it  has  consisted  chiefly  in  blasting  dangerous  rocks 
at  the  Yeh  Tan  and  Fu  Tan. 
Development  of  American  Trade. 

The  foreign  firms  at  Chungking  are  either  branches  of  Shanghai 
houses  or  they  have  agents  at  that  port.  The  absence  of  banking 
facilities,  hazards  and  limitations  surrounding  shipping  on  the 
Upper  Yangtze,  difficulties  in  connection  with  insurance,  the  lack  of 
steam  packing  equipment,  and  other  factors  militate  against  direct 
foreign  trade.  Until  there  is  a  marked  improvement  over  present 
conditions  affecting  transportation  foreign  firms  will  find  it  con- 
venient to  transact  their  business  through  Shanghai  or  Hankow 
connections.  With  several  exceptions,  the  foreign  firms  here  are 
commission  houses  for  imports  and  both  merchants  and  commission 
houses  for  exports. 

Opportunities  for  American  trade  are  mainly  in  the  modernization 
of  local  industries  and  the  installation  of  public  service  plants.  This 
Province  offers  a  rich  field  for  development  along  these  lines;  some 
progress  has  already  been  made.  The  end  of  the  Avar  will  create  in- 
creased foreign  interest  in  Szechwan;  and  if  the  United  States  is  to 
have  a  commensurate  share  of  its  commerce  this  field  should  be  in- 
vestigated and  studied  now.  Local  representation  of  American  hard- 
ware, machinery,  and  electrical  equipment  is  needed.  American  firms 
in  Chungking  devoted  to  the  development  of  an  import  trade  in 
American  goods  would  be  a  great  advantage.  The  United  States 
takes  many  products  of  Szechwan  and  such  firms  could  also  represent 
American  purchasers. 

SWATOW. 

By  Vice  Consul  Horace  Reniillard,  May  .31. 

Commercially  the  jDast  year  Avas  disappointing  in  the  Swatow  dis- 
trict. Political  conditions  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  ad- 
versely affected  trade  and  tightened  the  money  market.  The  weather 
injured  the  crops;  high  freights  brought  large  profits  to  the  shipping 
companies,  but  restricted  business  in  general;  and  the  unfavorable 
rate  of  exchange  operated  to  local  merchants'  disadvantage. 
Financial  Conditions. 

The  disturbances  in  the  early  part  of  1916  resulted  in  the  remit- 
tance of  large  sums  to  Hongkong.  By  September  the  financial 
stringency  became  acute  and  the  daily  rate  of  interest  rose  to  30  per 
cent  per  amium,  compared  with  6  per  cent  in  normal  times.     The 
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Chinese  Chamber  of  Commerce  prevailed  upon  the  Government  to 
prohibit  the  export  of  treasure  until  the  following  January. 

The  export  trade  of  Swatow  consists  principally  of  sending  native 
goods  to  the  Chinese  in  the  Straits  Settlements,  Bangkok,  Saigon, 
and  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  The  lack  of  banking  facilities  in  Swatow 
necessitates  dependence  upon  Hongkong,  which  acts  as  a  clearing 
house.  In  the  summer  of  1916  the  rate  of  exchange  between  Hong- 
kong and  SAvatow  declined  in  favor  of  this  port,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  the  Swatow  dollar  was  at  a  premium  of  about  7  per  cent. 
At  the  beginning  of  191G  the  Straits  dollar  (based  on  gold)  Avas 
at  a  premium  of  30  per  cent  on  the  Swatow  unit;  at  the  end  of  the 
year  it  was  4  per  cent  below  par.  Exchange  Avith  the  other  places 
mentioned  had  a  similar  trend.  This  circumstance  restricted  ex- 
ports, because  SwatoAv  merchants  had  to  obtain  advanced  prices  for 
commodities  to  secure  a  reasonable  profit.  The  high  gold  rate  failed 
to  stimulate  imports,  owing  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  local 
trade,  which  consists  largely  of  the  reexport  of  imports  to  the  South 
Seas.  Remittances  from  the  Chinese  abroad  Avere  greatly  reduced 
by  the  unfaA'orable  rate  of  exchange  and  the  local  purchasing  poAver 
Avas  consequently  affected. 
Agriculture — Industrial  Development. 

The  summer  rice  harvest  of  191G  Avas  a  partial  failure,  not  more 
than  60  per  cent  being  reaped,  and  thei  autumn  crop  averaged  only  75 
per  cent  of  the  normal  yield.  Where  irrigation  Avas  not  available, 
the  crop  w^as  a  total  failure.  The  production  of  sugar  Avas  less  than 
usual  on  account  of  the  drought,  Avhich  stunted  the  growth  of  the 
cane,  resulting  in  a  Ioav  percentage  of  juice.  The  yield  of  oranges 
Avas  satisfactory,  no  typhoons  occurring  to  damage  the  fruit. 

The  SAvatoAV-Chaochowfu  Railway,  26|  miles  in  length,  had  a  nor- 
mal year,  although  during  the  spring  traffic  Avas  suspended  for  some 
time.  The  Kaiming  Electric  Light  Co.,  Avhich  furnishes  current  for 
13,000  lamps,  declared  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  and  made  a  net  profit 
of  $9,802.  The  SAvatow  Water  Works  Co.  continued  to  operate  at 
a  loss  and  the  original  capital  Avas  reduced  to  CO  per  cent.  It  serves 
1,850  houses,  which  are  connected  Avith  supply  pipes.  A  Chinese 
concern  Avas  formed  to  Avork  coal  mines  at  Mei-hsien. 

The  rising  prices  of  foreign  cotton  piece  goods  led  to  the  opening 
of  more  than  100  native  Avorkshops  in  the  interior;  they  are  placing 
on  the  market  a  large  supply  of  nankeens.  This  native  cloth  is  still 
too  coarse  of  texture  to  replace  imported  piece  goods.  The  Li  Chiang 
Knitting  Factory,  using  steam  machinery,  w'ith  30  female  employees, 
is  prospering;  it  turns  out  durable  socks,  made  of  imported  material, 
Avhich  retail  at  $0.78  per  dozen  pairs.  A  small  rice  mill,  ca2:)italized 
at  $14,703,  Avas  started  during  1916. 

In  December,  1916,  a  company  capitalized  at  $98,020  undertook  the 
construction  of  a  traniAvay  line  from  SAvatoAv  to  Changlin,  15  miles 
distant.  As  the  district  tapped  is  very  populous,  the  enterprise  should 
be  successful.  The  cars  used  Avill  be  small  enough  to  be  operated  by 
tAvo  coolies.  Tavo  ucav  electric-lighting  plants,  at  Mei-hsien  and  Hing- 
ning,  began  operations.  A  salt  gabelle  ottice  Avas  opened  in  SAvatoAv 
on  March  12,  1916.  Land  values  are  constantly  rising  and  projects 
are  under  consideration  for  the  reclamation  of  bund  property. 
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Shipping,  Freight  Rates,  and  Passenger  Traffic, 

The  number  of  steamers  entering  and  clearing  at  the  port  of 
Swatow  was  1,091  of  1,272,100  tons  in  1915  and  1,100  of  l,3ac..(K)(>  tons 
in  1916.  The  principal  nationalities  represented  were:  British,  715 
vessels  of  876,300  tons  in  1915  and  760  of  953,679  tons  in  1916;  Jap- 
anese, 199  of  215,101  tons  and  186  of  201,229  tons;  Norwegian,  92 
of  95.518  tons  and  67  of  72,885  tons ;  Chinese,  54  of  40,575  tons  and 
57  of  54,891  tons;  and  Dutch,  24  of  38,529  tons  and  25  of  43,194  tons. 
Three  American  ships  arrived  in  each  year,  but  the  tonnage  increased 
from  5,501  to  7,620.  Fewer,  but  larger  vessels  called  at  Swatow  dur- 
ing 1916  and  amply  met  the  requirements  of  the  port.  Local  freight 
was  carried  by  5,800  steam  and  motor  launches  of  211,600  tons  and 
by  44,273  junks  of  928,395  tons,  which  entered  and  cleared  during  the 
past  year. 

From  Tientsin,  Newchwang,  Dairen,  and  Chefoo  freight  rates 
advanced  materially  over  those  of  1915 ;  from  Hongkong  to  Bangkok 
as  much  as  $0.48  per  hundredweight  was  charged,  so  that  many 
steamers  were  transferred  from  Swatow  to  the  Hongkong-Straits, 
Indo-China,  and  Siam  route.  The  Deli  Planters'  Association  added 
another  ship  to  its  service  between  Swatow  and  Amoy,  Hongkong, 
and  Singapore. 

The  passenger  traffic  through  Swatow  in  1916  included  854,727 
Chinese  and  418  foreigners  arriving  and  811,070  Chinese  and  601 
foreigners  departing.  Most  of  the  Chinese  were  bound  to  and  from 
inland  points ;  the  foreigners  to  and  from  coast  ports  and  Hongkong. 

Increased  Trade  Through  Maritime  Customs. 

In  the  following  table  is  summarized  the  import  and  export  trade 
of  Swatow  through  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  during  the  past 
two  years: 


Imports  and  exports. 

1915 

1916 

Imports  and  exports. 

1915 

1916 

Imports  of  foreign  goods; 
From  foreign  countries 

and  Hongkong 

From  Chinese  ports 

$9,  740, 765 
1,399,043 

$11,961,553 
752,594 

Reexports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts: 
To    foreign    countries 

and  Hongkong 

To  Chinese  ports 

Total  Chinese  reex- 

51,202,972 
113,465 

SI. 373, 218 

88,588 

11,139,808 

12,714,147 

Total  foreign  imports. 

1,316,437 

1  461  806 

152,931 
931,788 

263, 998 
333,375 

Net  total  Chinese  im- 

Reexports  of  foreign  goods: 
To    foreign    countries 

and  Hongkong 

To  Chinese  ports 

15,123,792 

22,563,031 

Exports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts of  local  origin: 
To    foreign    countries 

and  Hongkong 

To  Cliinese  ports 

Total  exports  of  local 

5,981,359 
3, 679, 272 

Total    foreign   reex- 
ports   

1,084,719 

597,373 

7,945,175 
5,854,956 

Net  total  foreign  im- 

10,055,089 

12, 116, 774 

9,660,631 

13,800,131 

ports  

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  port 

37,240,668 

Imports  of  Chinese  prod- 

16,440,229 

24,024,837 

50,539,115 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  port 

ucts  

34,839,512 

48,479,936 

The  foregoing  statement  shows  increases  of  36  per  cent  in  1916  in. 
both  gross  and  net  values  of  the  trade  of  Swatow,  which  were  due  to 
the  high  silver  exchange  rate;  in  the  Chinese  medium  the  gains  were 
not  so  large,  the  gross  value  advancing  from  60,850,766  to  61,015,473 
and  the  net  from  56,927,308  to  58,529,443  Haikwan  taels. 
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Imports  of  foreign  iroods  from  foreign  countries  increased  by 
$i.'2-20,788,  but  declined  by  1.475,104  PTailnvan  taels.  That  Hongkong 
is  still  the  largest  transshipment  center  for  Swatow  is  evident  from 
the  decrease  in  imports  of  foreign  goods  from  Chinese  i3orts.  Net 
Chinese  imports  in  191(')  were  $7,439,239  and  704,457  Haikwan  taels 
greater  than  in  1915.  Exports  of  Chinese  products  to  foreign  coun- 
tries increased  by  $1,963,810,  but  declined  by  181,315  Haikwan  taels. 
The  material  gain  of  $2,175,684  in  local  products  shipped  to  Chinese 
ports  is  reduced  to  17  per  cent  when  expressed  in  Haikwan  taels. 

The  native  customs  trade,  confined  to  Chinese  junks,  had  a  total 
value  of  $4,614,755  in  1916,  compared  with  $3,512,570  in  1915. 

Direct  Trade  with  Principal  Countries, 

In  the  following  statement  is  given  the  value  of  the  direct  gross 
trade  of  SAvatow  with  foreign  countries  in  1915  and  1916: 


Countries. 


Hongkong 

French  Indo-China 

Siam 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  East  Indies 

British  India 

Japan  (including  Taiwan) 

I'hilippine  Islands 

United  States  (including  Hawaii) 
All  other  coimtries 

Total 


Gross  imports  of 
foreign  goods. 


$8,204,812 

179,773 

300, 5fil 

96, 259 

203,403 

1,  695 

383, 915 

15 

362,116 

8,216 


9, 740, 765 


1916 


,  647, 407 

251,974 

359, 140 

156, 834 

14,847 

266, 709 

,479,920 

11,066 

766, 738 

6,918 


Exports  and  reexports 
ofnative  goods. 


1915 


$1,453,240 

860, 053 

1,870,931 

2,812,908 

41,254 

45, 423 

96, 703 

2.39 

2,385 

1,195 


7,184,331 


1916 


$1,993,411 

807,056 

2, 450, 102 

3,625,432 

34,438 

65,268 

326,991 

8,167 

4,830 

2,699 


9,318,394 


The  above  statistics  credit  Hongkong  with  a  very  large  share  of 
the  foreign  commerce  of  Swatow ;  few  of  the  commodities  imported 
from  that  colony  are  actually  manufactured  there,  but  transshipped 
from  the  countries  of  origin.  Xo  trans-Pacific  steamers  from  xVmeri- 
can  ports  or  vessels  bound  for  Euro})e  call  at  Swatow.  Coastwise 
steamers  ply  between  this  port  and  the  Straits  Settlements,  Siam, 
and  French  Indo-China,  so  that  most  of  Swatow's  exports  are  sent 
directly  to  the  countries  of  destination. 

Bues  and  Duties  Collected — Gold  and  Silver  Movement. 

The  dues  and  duties  collected  bv  the  Maritime  Customs  in  1915 
and  1916  were:  Import,  $305,516  and  $394,956;  export,  $274,673  and 
$363,697;  coastwise,  $117,487  and  $134,242;  opium  duty,  $19,556  and 
$451;  tonnage  dues,  $23,834  and  $32,466;  transit  dues,  $3,382  and 
$4,728;  and  opium  likin,  $48,890  and  $1,126;  total,  $793,338  in  1915 
and  $931,666  in  1916.  Of  these  amounts  $622,156  and  $662,898  were 
levied  on  goods  transported  on  vessels  under  the  British  flag,  $64,343 
and  $147,995  on  Ja])anese,  $45,561  and  $60,330  on  Norwegian,  $20,569 
and  $20,279  on  Dutch,  $18,210  and  $26,313  on  Chinese,  and  $526  and 
$6,934  on  American.  The  gain  of  $138,328  in  the  total  in  1916 
becomes  a  loss  of  171,000  Haikwan  taels  wdien  converted  into  the 
Chinese  unit.  This  is  attributed  to  disturbed  local  conditions  and  to 
the  practical  cessation  of  the  opium  traffic. 

Imports  of  treasure  into  Swatow  in  1915  consisted  of  $1,488,447 
worth  of  silver — $757,247  from  Hongkong,  Macao,  and  other  foreign 
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ports  and  $731,200  from  Shangliai,  Amoy,  and  various  Chinese  ports; 
in  1016,  $1,143,211  in  silver  ($432,709  from  Hongkong,  Macao,  Siam, 
and  foreign  ports  and  $710,502  from  Amoy,  Shanghai,  and  Chinese 
ports)  and  $88,242  in  gold,  nearly  all  from  Hongkong.  In  1915 
silver  exports  totaled  $2,410,022 — $1,646,575  to  foreign  countries  and 
$769,447  to  Chinese  ports;  in  1916  they  aggi-egated  $3,413,612— 
$2,071,192  to  foreign  countries  and  $1,342,420  to  Chinese  ports.  The 
balance  was  $927,575  against  Swatow  in  1915  and  $2,182,159  in  its 
favor  in  1916,  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  favorable  rate  of  exchange 
with  Hongkong  during  the  past  year. 

Smaller  Imports  in.  1916. 

The  value  of  the  principal  foreign  goods  imported  into  Hankow 
through  the  Maritime  Customs  during  the  past  two  years  is  shown 
by  the  accompanying  table: 


Articles. 


Bags 

Beche  de  mer 

Birds'  nests 

Books,  printed 

Boots  and  shoes,  leather 

]5ot t les,  empty 

Brass    and    yellow    metal: 

Bars,  sheets,  etc 

Buttons,  brass  and  fancy 

Candles 

Cardamoms 

Casks,  empty 

Cement 

Cereals: 

Rice  and  paddy 

other 

Chemical  products,  n.  e.  s.... 

China  ware 

Cigarettes 

Cigars 

Cinnamon 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing,  hats,  etc 

Cloves  and  spices 

Coal 

Cotton  goods: 

Art  muslins 

Blankets 

Cambrics,  lawns,  etc 

Cloth,  Japanese 

Drills 

Dyed- 
Plain  black,  colored, 

and  figured 

Yarn,  dyed 

Flannelettes 

Handkerchiefs 

Jeans 

Lenos  and  balzarines 

Prmts— 

Plain 

Other 

Shirtings — 

Dyed,  plain 

Grav,  plain 

White- 
Plain 

Figured 

Spanbh  stripes 

Tcloths 

Thread- 
In  balls 

On  spools 

Turkey-red  cottons  and 

dyed  Tcloths 

Towels 

Velvets  and  velveteens. . . 

Yam 

other  cotton  goods 


$72,3<M 
89,370 
5,313 
5,605 
1,389 
9,391 

7,714 
7,152 
8,807 
3,869 
468 
6,039 

671, 236 
7,075 
1,657 
4,045 
47,239 
6,895 
4,051 
7,133 
90,408 
3,250 

225, 700 


2,286 
1,418 
9,932 
2,716 


251,495 
13,829 
15, 743 

5,612 
48,998 

5,324 

29,495 
2,614 

11,371 
281, 501 

441,980 

1,875 

430 

23,357 

1,469 
29,002 

12,537 

6,049 

5,496 

2,222,411 

129,345 


1916 


$50,238 
96,592 
9,380 
4,923 
2,030 
16, 424 

11,410 
7,244 
4,420 
5,102 
6,761 

13, 799 

743,368 
37, 549 
11,922 
10,383 

110.398 

25,033 

5,831 

13,065 

185, 196 
2,425 

33G, 149 

1,590 
7,418 
8,031 
32, 781 
2,528 


488,453 
30, 695 
84,802 

7,302 
54,451 

6,082 

30, 773 
944 

5,123 
271, 510 

531,243 

7,210 

3,511 

34,400 

4,192 
64,468 

•  22,811 
16,013 
12,284 

1,912,021 
141,327 


Articles. 


Covers,  bed  and  tabic 

Cutlery  and  electroplates 

Dyes  and  colors: 

Aniline 

Bark,  mangrove 

Cinnabar 

Indigo,  artificial 

Sapan  wood 

Vermilion 

other 

Electrical  materials 

Enameled  ware 

Fans,  palm-leaf 

Fish  and  fish  products 

Flour 

Fruity  fresh  and  dried 

Furmture  and  materials 

Ginseng 

Glass,  window 

Glass  and  glassware,  n.  e.  s. 

Glue 

Groundnuts 

Haberdashery 

Hemp 

Horns,  deer 

Hosiery 

Instruments,  musical,  scien- 
tific, etc 


Iron  and  mild  steel,  new: 

Bars 

Cobbles  and  shorts 

Nail  rods 

Nails  and  rivets 

Plate  cuttings 

Sheets  and  plates 

Wire 

other 

Iron  and  mild  steel ,  old 

Iron,  galvanized:  Wire 

Isinglass 

Lamps  and  lampware 

Lead  manufactures 

Leather: 

Manufactured  (not  in- 
cluding boots  and 
shoes) 

Unmanufactured 

Looking-glasses  and  mirrors.. 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli 

Machinery  and  parts 

Machines,  sewing,  knitting, 

etc 

Manure 

Matches 

Meats ,  prepared  or  preserved. 

Medicmes 

MUk,  condensed 

Molasses 


1915 


SI,  553 
2,692 

12,191 
11,918 
1,183 


1,600 
9,128 

87,211 
8,200 
6,289 
6,362 
290,755 
1,181 
7,148 

17,902 

36,307 
4,103 
5,197 

27,844 
4,222 

11,335 

64,690 
1,638 

36,420 

8,875 

11,998 
4,008 
2,133 

18,342 

25,314 
3,784 
2,143 
3,054 

22,244 
1,137 
5,585 

27,327 
9,924 


6,534 
101,290 
8,018 
5,668 
11,390 

16,322 
19, 682 

242,220 
58,986 

134,231 
17,304 
91,435 


1916 


$5,070 
4,159 


16,702 
2,150 
11,545 
8,287 
11,720 
76, 275 
24,659 
10, 143 
9,941 
603,326 
9,276 
9,668 
46,608 
90,524 
17,144 
8,867 
25,238 
3,527 
8,804 
119,846 
19,555 
69,009 

10, 219 

26,357 

6,851 

6,458 

57, 662 

22,395 

9,141 

3,571 

4,935 

29,888 

5,560 

8,724 

46,692 

13,793 


8,963 
138,443 
12,688 

2,287 
16, 117 

23,523 
25,005 
558,422 
ll-!.9iJ7 
184,439 
20,  .572 
65,579 
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Articles. 


Oil: 

Kerosene — 

American 

Japanese 

Sumatra 

Lubricating 

Vegetable 

Opium 

Paints  and  paint  oil 

I'aper  (including  cardboard) 
Piece  goods,  n.  e.  s.: 

Canvas  and  cotton  duck 

Silk 

Pepper,  black  and  white 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics. . . 

Quicksilver 

Kattan,    whole,    split,    and 

peeled 

S;indahvood 

Seaweed  and  agar 

Seeds 

Soap  and  soap-making  mate- 
rials  

Soda 

Spirits  of  wine 

Stationery 

Stores,  household 

Sugar: 

Brown 

White 

Refined 

Candy 


191.5 

1916 

$469, 186 

S76S,390 

13,200 

67,432 

328,868 

448,819 

4,410 

r,,r,52 

24 

18, 730 

961,249 

2.5,429 

10,894 

12,357 

44,909 

49,129 

21,902 

26,438 

13,970 

24,191 

16,011 

23,574 

0,402 

20,861 

1,244 

4,414 

31,773 

32,009 

28,223 

20,925 

45, 240 

11,604 

7,127 

18,955 

27,  .540 

27,741 

25,  ,116 

37, 242 

32,340 

108,025 

5,2.35 

9,953 

18,068 

29, 821 

8,963 

1,189 

144,994 

154, 848 

73,357 

314,453 

6,379 

15, 548 

Articles. 


Timber 

Tin: 

In  slabs 

Plate 

Tobacco 

Toilet  requisites 

Toys  and  games 

Trunks  and  suit  cases 

Ursbrcllas: 

English  and  American . . 

Japanese 

Varnish 

Vegetables,  dried  and  fresh. . 

Vehicles 

Water,  aerated  and  mineral . 

Wax,  paraffin 

Wines,  spirits,  etc.: 

Beer  and  porter 

Spirits 

AVines 

Woods,  n.  e.  s ' 

Wool  and  cotton  mixtures. . 
Woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Camlets  and  buntings. . 

Coatings  and  suitings. . . 

Long  ells 

Spanish  stripes 

Yarn  and  cord 

Other 


$2,385 

324,098 
90, 105 
26,329 
5,815 
4,903 
3,035 

45,029 
2,936 

17,803 
1,791 
1,542 
5,544 

25, 23S 

4,118 
34, 357 
2,769 
9,181 
8,668 

4,162 
6,264 


4,324 
4,399 
12,904 
9,883 


1916 


$5,858 

539, 466 
166,702 
18,425 
6,413 
7,693 
9,816 

56,600 
10, 207 
18,200 

2,168 
13,464 

8,633 
47,670 

9,273 
62, 591 

4,719 
13,783 
11,283 

2,135 
5,512 

11,654 
3,399 
4,268 

22,988 
9,041 


The  high  rate  used  in  converting  Haikwan  taels  into  United  States 
dollars  is  the  cause  of  the  apparent  increase  in  the  value  of  imports 
in  1916.  There  was  an  actual  decrease  in  both  quantity  and  value, 
owing  to  the  diminished  purchasing  power  of  those  living  in  the 
interior,  who  received  during  the  past  year  only  two-thirds  of  the 
usual  remittances  from  their  kinsmen  in  the  South  Seas. 

Analysis  of  Foreign  Imports — Cotton  Piece  Goods. 

Although  cotton  piece  goods  valued  at  $1,801,902  Avere  imported 
in  191G,  a  gain  of  about  $500,000  over  1915,  there  was  a  decline  in 
the  trade  on  account  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  stocks  from  Great 
Britain,  the  principal  source;  excessive  freight  rates;  high  prices  due 
to  European  war  demands;  and  the  generall}^  unfavorable  commer- 
cial year. 

Shirtings  are  the  chief  line  of  cotton  goods  imported.  In  1916, 
94,420  pieces  of  gray  plain  shirtings  (94.240  British  and  180  Japa- 
nese) passed  the  Maritime  Customs,  or  41,796  pieces  less  than  in 
1915.  White  plain  shirtings  declined  by  26,040  pieces  in  1916,  the 
imports  amounting  to  139,031  pieces.  Practically  all  were  of  British 
manufacture.  Other  classes  of  shirtings  are  imported  in  small 
quantities,  usually  from  Great  Britain,  except  plain-dyed  shirtings, 
vrhich  come  from  Hongkong. 

Imports  of  various  dyed  cottons  numbered  76,606  pieces  (about  the 
sauie  as  in  1915).  of  v.-hich  9.312  pieces  Avere  plain  black  Italians, 
1,388  plain  black  Venetians,  50  plain  black  lastings.  28,573  plain  col- 
""ored  Italians,  7,740  plain  colored  Venetians.  4,078  plain  colored  pop- 
lins, 7,075  plain  colored  lastings,  11.853  figured  Italians,  409  figured 
Venetians,  6,070  figured  poplins,  and  58  figured  lastings. 

During  1916  the  quantity  of  jeans  imported  Avas  26,349  pieces,  2,568 
more  than  in  1915,  and  all  of  British  manufacture.  American  jeans 
disappeared  from  the  market  during  the  past  year. 
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Imports  of  T  cloths  in  1916  were  12,636  pieces,  a  loss  of  2,697 
from  1915.  Of  the  1916  receipts,  3,627  pieces  (32  inches)  and  2,711 
(36  inches)  were  English  and  6,300  pieces  (32  inches)  were  Japa- 
nese. Plain  cotton  prints  declined  b,y  6,995  pieces  in  1916,  when 
12,985  pieces  were  brought  in.  Drills  also  fell,  only  607  pieces  reach- 
ing the  local  market.  Handkerchiefs  showed  a  gain  of  2,568  dozen, 
23,781  dozen  being  received.  Flannelettes  increased  by  24,431  pieces, 
30,179  pieces  mainly  of  a  popular-priced  Japanese  grade  being 
imported. 
Cotton  Thread  and  Yarn — Woolen  Goods. 

Japan  sent  4,533  of  the  7,866  pounds  of  cotton  thread  in  balls  im- 
ported in  1916 ;  and  26,053  gross  spools  came  in,  against  4,000  pounds 
in  balls  and  19,097  gross  spools  in  1915,  gains  of  3,866  pounds  and 
6,956  gross  spools,  respectively.  Thread  is  used  mainly  in  embroidery 
and  drawn  work. 

Cotton  varn  is  the  chief  article  brought  into  Swatow,  with  13,640,- 
583  pounds  in  1916,  against  21.630,533  in  1915,  a  loss  of  7,990.000 
pounds,  partly  accounted  for  by  large  overstocking  at  the  close  of 
1915.  Indian  yarn,  which  supplies  almost  90  per  cent  of  the  local 
demand,  suffered  the  greatest  loss — 6,358,134  pounds.  Japanese  varn 
fell  from  2,875,200  pounds  in  1915  to  1,294,800  in  1916,  a  decrease  of 
1,580,400  pounds.  English  and  Hongkong  yarns,  purchased  in  small 
quantities,  also  declined. 

During  the  past  year  woolen  goods  worth  $36,009  were  imported,  a 
gain  of  $7,977  over  1915.  The  principal  classes  were  blankets  and 
rugs,  camlets  and  lastings,  coatings  and  suitings,  buntings,  long  ells, 
and  Spanish  stripes.  This  trade  will  never  be  so  great  in  Swatow  as 
in  the  northern  ports,  where  the  climate  is  cooler ;  and  the  compara- 
tive cheapness  of  cottons  appeals  to  the  local  Chinese,  whose  pur- 
chasing power  is  low,  even  for  China. 

Dyes,  Foodstuflfs,  Medicines,  Etc. 

Aniline  dj^es  have  ceased  to  be  imported  because  none  can  be  ob- 
tained from  Germany.  Substitutes  are  being  employed  wherever 
possible.  At  the  outbreak  of  war,  dyes  were  sold  in  cases  of  200 
bottles  at  $15  or  $20.  In  1915  they  rose  to  $480  per  case  and  the 
resulting  speculation  led  to  the  closing  of  shops.  At  the  end  of  1916 
prices  had  settled  to  $150  per  case. 

Fish  and  fish  products  were  imported  to  the  amount  of  8,614,000 
pounds  in  1916,  a  gain  of  3,385,600  over  the  preceding  year.  In  1916, 
9,276  tons  of  foreign  flour  were  imported.  8,092  more  than  in  1915. 
Only  a  small  portion  was  American  flour,  as  the  high  prices  caused 
by  war  demands  and  high  freights  make  its  sale  here  almost  im- 
possible. 

Of  the  9,348,333  pounds  of  sugar  imported  in  1916,  36,800  were 
brown,  3,612,533  white,  and  5,700,000  refined.  The  figures  for  white 
and  brown  sugars  are  about  the  same  as  for  1915,  but  refined  sugar 
increased  by  3,994,400  pounds,  owing  to  the  partial  failure  of  the 
local  cane  crop.  Wlien  the  price  of  foreign  sugars  is  sufficiently  low 
they  are  used  in  the  local  confectionery  industry. 

Imports  of  ginseng  in  1916  were  23.182  pounds,  an  increase  of 
9,558  over  1915.  As  this  root  is  stocked  and  sorted  in  Hongkong,  pur- 
chases are  made  from  that  port. 
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Imports  of  matches  were  1,G04:,685  gross  in  1916  against  1,222,890 
in  1915,  a  gain  of  381,795.  Practically  all  are  from  Japan,  local 
attempts  to  compete  in  this  industry  having  been  practically  aban- 
doned. 

Foreign  medicines  were  imported  to  the  value  of  $18-1,430,  or 
$50,205  in  excess  of  1915. 

Opium  imports  fell  from  33,866  pounds  in  1915  to  825  in  1916,  be- 
cause it  is  now  a  Government  monopoly  and  little  is  received  except 
for  medicinal  uses. 

Metals  and  Manufactures — Kerosene  Trade. 

The  import  of  metals  and  manufactures  declined  in  1916  on  ac- 
count of  high  freights  and  prices  due  to  the  European  demand. 
The  quantities  and  decreases  (in  parentheses)  in  1916  were:  Brass, 
brassware,  and  yellow  metal,  37,467  pounds  (2,233)  ;  iron  and  steel, 
5,473,865  pounds  (523,737)  ;  lead,  146,933  pounds  (44,267)  ;  tin  plate, 
1,648,933  pounds  (1,130,534)  ;  and  zinc,  7,600  pounds  (400).  Tin  in 
slabs  showed  a  gain  of  186,933  pounds,  with  imports  of  1,550,800 
IDounds  from  Yunnan  via  foreign  ports  for  pewter  manufacture. 
Slight  increases  Avere  registered  in  quicksilver  and  white  metal.  The 
principal  iron  and  steel  imports  were  estimated  at  1,774,533  pounds 
in  1916. 

The  import  of  kerosene  oil  am*ounted  to  5,096,718  gallons,  a  loss 
of  2,343,294  from  1915.  American  oil  declined  by  1,175,371  gallons 
and  Sumatra  oil  by  1,014,819  gallons.  Japanese  kerosene  made  sub- 
stantial increases  Avith  imports  of  70,020  gallons  in  1915  and  271,365 
gallons  in  1916,  a  gain  of  288  per  cent.  The  Japaness  product  is  of 
an  inferior  grade  and  its  market  is  among  the  poorest  classes,  so  that 
the  increase  in  its  sales  is  probably  due  to  the  high  price  of  American 
and  British  oils.  Borneo  oil,  of  which  344,440  gallons  were  imported 
in  1915,  did  not  appear  at  all  in  1916.  During  the  year  the  Texas  Oil 
Co.  began  operations  in  Swatow. 

The  year  opened  with  relatively  high  prices  and  increased  freight 
rates,  which  resulted  in  corresponding  advances  in  the  price  of  kero- 
sene. At  the  end  of  1916  the  local  retail  price  was  $2.84  for  a 
10-gallon  case.  Compared  with  1915,  the  consumption  of  kerosene 
declined  more  than  15  per  cent.  Vegetable  oils  were  used  as  a  cheap 
substitute  in  some  districts  for  lighting  purposes.  It  is  estimated 
that  importers'  stocks  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  1,000,000  gallons 
larger  than  at  the  end  of  1915. 
Sundries  Imported  in  1916 — Native  Products. 

The  following  statistics  of  sundry  foreign  imports  for  1916  will 
be  of  interest  to  American  manufacturers:  Iron  bedsteads,  316  pieces; 
biscuits,  $2,961;  boots  and  shoes,  2,521  pairs;  cement,  991  tons; 
clocks  and  watches,  8,507  pieces;  clothing,  hats,  etc.,  $185,196;  con- 
fectionery, $1,794;  electrical  materials,  $24,659;  window  glass,  2,344 
boxes;  glue,  $8,867;  haberdashery,  $8,804;  hosiery,  100,626  dozen; 
jewelry  (real  and  imitation),  $1,051;  lamps  and  lampware,  $36,692; 
embroidering,  sewing,  and  knitting  machines,  $23,523 ;  milk,  in  cans, 
15,296  dozen;  photographic  goods,  $2,694;  railway  sleepers,  557 
pieces;  safes,  $2,736;  soap,  $27,741:  stationery,  $9,953:  household 
stores,  $29,821;  stoves  and  grates,  $1,078;  toilet  requisites,  $6,413; 
tools,  $1,345;  trunks  and  suit  cases,  $9,816;  and  umbrellas,  124,242 
pieces. 
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Of  the  principal  native  goods  imported  through  the  Maritime 
Customs,  these  decreased  in  191G :  Bean  cake,  from  227,855  to  220,724 
tons,  because  of  overstocking  in  1915;  nankeens,  from  500,933  to 
378,133  pounds,  due  to  more  extensive  manufacture  in  this  district; 
yarns,  from  771,867  to  206,133  pounds;  silk  piece  goods,  from  168,000 
to  140,667  pounds;  and  black  tea,  from  1,509,600  to  1,288,400  pounds. 
Rice  increased  from  64,885  to  146,800  pounds  because  of  the  poor 
crop  year.  Tea  and  silk  goods  are  reexported. 
Exports  to  Foreign  Countries. 

The  value  of  the  principal  exports  of  Chinese  products  from 
Swatow  to  foreign  countries  during  1915  and  1916  is  shown  in  the 
accompanying  table : 


Articles. 


Alum ,  white 

Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware . . . 

Bean  cake 

Bean  curd 

Beans: 

Black 

Green 

YeUow 

Brassware 

China  ware 

Clothi-ng,  Chinese  (including 

boots  and  shoes) 

Cordage 

Cotton  piece  goods: 

Cloth,  native,  fancy 

Nankeens 

Drawn  work 

Kggs,  fresh  and  preserved 

Fans 

Feathers,  duck,  etc 

Fiber: 

Jute 

Ramie 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks 

Fish  and  fish  products: 

Fish,  dried  and  salted . . . . 

Cuttlefish 

Sea  blubber 

Fishing  nets 

Floxir: 

Potato 

other 

Fruit,  n.  e.  s.: 

Dried  and  preserved 

Fresh 

GarUc 

Ginger,  fresh  and  preserved . . . 

Ginseng 

Grass  cloth 

Groundnuts: 

In  shell 

Kernels 

Hair,  human 

Hide^  and  skins 

Indigo,  liquid 

Jelly,  wheat  sprout 


1915 


SI, 130 

124,503 

32,603 

11,548 

30,382 
59, 557 

323,864 
9,098 

677, 628 

173,766 
36,623 

14,063 
41,144 
18, 107 
133,360 
34,631 
15,345 

50,431 
36, 709 
61,248 

12,858 

28,615 

5,383 

112,612 

31,500 
37,754 

162, 512 
28,204 

169,684 

1,671 

12,287 

128,326 

114,489 
16,214 
7,576 
3, 803 
24,575 
16, 419 


$18, 225 
160, 772 
32,030 
11,509 

35,307 
51,298 

309,330 
20,500 

969, 793 

192,882 
54,752 

23,048 
87, 522 
27,018 
152, 608 
25, 151 
13,060 

56, 183 
30,229 
143,435 

15,550 

55, 757 

14, 552 

129, 350 

43,890 
60,'j78 

224,939 

20, 566 

383,042 

8, 235 

10, 799 
189, 469 

85,447 
46, 3.84 
12,832 
182, 76:3 
133, 226 
21,581 


Articles. 


Joss  sticks 

Lard 

Leather  and  manufactures 

Longans 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli 

Mats 

Medicines 

Metals  and  manufactures: 

Iron— 

Pans 

other  manufactures . . 

Ore,  etc 

Oil,groimdnut 

Olives,  fre^h  and  salted 

Oranges ,  fresh 

Paper: 

First  quality 

Second  quality 

Joss 

Pears,  fre^sh 

Persimmons ,  dried 

Potatoes 

Pottery  and  earthenware 

Provisions 

Ramie  thread  and  yarn 

Resin 

Rico  and  paddy 

Samshu 

Samshu,  medicated 

Seeds 

Silk: 

Piece  goods 

Pongee 

Soy 

Sugar,  brown 

Tea: 

Black 

Green 

Tinfoil 

Tobacco,  prepared 

Turnips ,  dried  and  salted 

Umbrellas,  paper 

Vegetables,  n.  e.  s 

Vinegar 

Yeast 


$104, 
10, 
11, 
11, 
52, 
15, 
50, 


73, 

26, 

8, 

304, 

28, 
189, 

473, 

274, 

929, 

4, 

54, 

8, 

158, 

6, 

200, 

6, 

5, 

96, 

138, 

67, 


8,946 
36,  208 

5,053 
33,913 


256, 
l'>, 
8-1, 

105, 
38, 
45, 

175, 
24, 
11, 


1916 


8101,479 
7,031 
17, 788 
13,096 
80,730 
39, 901 
55,956 


83,967 

31,295 

5,790 

326, 859 
40,743 

242,080 

528, 637 

421,508 

501,440 

7,946 

64,460 

10,423 

427, 527 

10, 808 

214, 540 

18, 733 

10, 790 

156, 478 

220. 793 
99,236 

118,886 

31,130 

6,067 

27, 820 

191,877 
12, 193 

208. 794 
281,613 

46,011 
97, 122 
217,719 
36,  024 
9,386 


The  value  of  exports  to  foreign  countries  in  1910  expressed  in 
Haikwan  taels  was  only  slightly  less  than  in  1915,  but  much  more 
than  in  1913  or  1914.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  prices  rose 
during  this  period  and  so  did  silver  exchange.  The  Ioav  value  of 
gold  in  1916  might  have  caused  a  considerably  larger  decrease  in  the 
quantity  of  shipments.  Man}'^  of  the  exports  from  Swatow  are  mer- 
chandise, such  as  tea,  silk  goods,  beans,  and  samshu  (native  wine) 
passing  through  this  port  in  transit  to  Bangkok,  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, and  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

Among  the  foreign  exports  are  nearly  all  the  local  manufactures 
of  this  district,  shipments  of  which  aggregated  $4,751,583,  and  food 
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prmlucts,  valued  at  $2,392,820,  in  191G.    Most  of  the  hides  and  skins, 
groundnut  oil,  and  eggs  Avent  to  Hongkong  and  were  there  trans- 
shipped to  Europe  and  America. 
Review  of  Export  Trade — Shipments  to  TJnited  States. 

A  better  idea  of  SwatoAv's  export  trade  is  derived  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  products  shipped  through  the  Maritime  Customs.  The 
substantial  gain  recorded  by  liquid  indigo  was  due  to  the  revival  of 
the  local  industry,  Avliich  had  been  displaced  for  some  years  by 
German  manufacturers.  There  were  5,388  tons  exported  in  1916, 
3,088  more  than  in  1915.  Cotton  piece  goods  increased  from  330  to 
739  tons,  having  found  a  good  market  among  Chinese  abroad;  the 
cost  of  manufacture  is  small  and  they  are  sold  at  a  low  price.  About 
the  same  quantity  of  bamboo  ware  was  exported  as  in  1915;  this 
includes  awnings,  baskets,  hats,  and  household  and  agricultural  im- 
plements. There  were  decreases  of  241  tons  in  chinaware  (bowls, 
cups,  saucers,  etc.),  the  1916  exports  amounting  to  4,758  tons,  and 
1,064  tons  in  pottery  and  earthenware,  of  which  9,023  tons  were 
shipped  last  year. 

Despite  a  favorable  year  for  growing  oranges,  the  export  of  this 
fruit  in  1916,  13,014  tons,  was  only  390  tons  greater  than  in  1915. 
The  heavy  rains  in  April  and  June,  followed  by  a  long  dry  spell, 
resulted  in  a  short  crop  of  sugar;  the  shipments  of  brown,  21,580 
tons,  and  white,  6,473  tons,  represent  respective  decreases  of  3,179 
and  2,666  tons  from  1915. 

Tea  is  not  grown  in  the  Swatow  district.  Oolong  and  pouchang 
are  the  leading  grades  received  for  reexport.  The  quantities  shipped 
through  this  port  in  1915,  totaling  948,801  pounds,  were:  Black — 
Oolong,  790,533  pounds;  pouchang  and  stalk,  94,000  pounds;  and 
green — Hyson,  64,268  pounds. 

Exports  of  prepared  tobacco  were  1,530  tons,  a  loss  of  331  tons 
from  1915,  owing  to  the  interruption  of  transportation  in  the 
interior. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  invoiced  at  this  consulate  for  the 
United  States  was  $834  in  1915  and  $920  in  1916.    The  items  in  the 
latter  year  were  drawn  work,  $439,  and  household  effects,  $481. 
Local  Produce  Exported  from  Swatow. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  quantity  of  the  principal  ar- 
ticles of  Chinese  produce  brought  to  Swatow  in  1915  and  1916  from 
places  within  the  Chaochow  Prefecture  and  declared  to  be  for  export 
through  the  Maritime  Customs : 


Articles. 


1915 

1916 

Tovs. 

Tnns. 

2, 245 

2,234 

532 

4S0 

5,130 

5,611 

1,915 

1,442 

371 

482 

140 

220 

4,777 

4,558 

930 

1,043 

2,815 

2,651 

199 

194 

600 

210 

3,884 

4,566 

1,585 

1,360 

2,029 

1,375 

938 

988 

1,260 

984 

Articles. 


1915 


1916 


Bamboo  ware 

Capoor  cutchcry 

Chinaware,  coarse 

Fiber:  Jute  skin 

Firecracker.^ 

Fishing  nets 

Flour: 

Fotato 

Rice 

Garlic 

Grass  cloth 

firoundnuts  (peanuts)... 

Indifio,  liquid 

Iron  pans 

Joss  sticks 

Macaroni  and  verraicclli. 
Oil,  groundnut 


Paper: 

"  First  quality 

Second  quality 

Joss 

Persimmons,  dried 

Pottery 

Ramie  thread  and  twine 

Samshu 

Sugar: 

Brown 

White 

Tea 

Tobacco,  prepared 

Turnips,  salted 

Vegetables,  dried  and  salted, 
n.  c.  s 


Tons. 
3,237 
5,177 
4,611 
1,095 
1,322 
557 
1,403 

24,495 
10,014 
57S 
2,048 
2,550 

267 


Tons. 
2,941 
5,127 
3,849 
1,100 
841 
359 
1,794 

23,150 

7,309 

381 

1,051 

2,063 

268 
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Direct  American  Trade  Limited. 

The  Swatow  consular  district  is  niainl,y  agricultural;  a  few  manu- 
factiirino:  industries  furnish  employment  to  a  small  portion  of  the 
inhabitants.  There  are  about  10,000,000  native  Chinese,  but  not 
man}'^  foreigners.  The  opportunity  for  the  extension  of  direct 
American  trade  is  limited.  The  chief  article  of  import  into  Swatow, 
cotton  goods,  comes  mostly  frcm  Great  Britain.  As  the  climate  of 
this  district  is  mild  in  v.inter  (about  G0°  Fahrenheit),  thick  cotton 
fabrics  such  as  these  sold  in  the  United  States  and  in  North  China 
do  not  find  a  ready  market  here.  Although  the  trade,  exclusive  of 
cotton  yarns,  amounts  to  more  than  $1,500,000  annually,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  American  mills  would  be  warranted  in  making  the 
weights  of  cotton  cloth  suitable  only  to  the  peculiar  needs  of  this 
district,  with  a  limited  possibility  of  sale  elsewhere. 

The  United  States  may  be  able  to  increase  its  share  of  the  imports 
of  kerosene;  iron  manufactures;  electrical  materials;  canned  goods, 
such  as  condensed  milk,  fruits,  biscuits,  etc. ;  ginseng ;  flour ;  sewing 
and  knitting  machines;  watches;  patent  medicines;  and  salt  fish 
from  the  Pacific  Coast.  Except  kerosene,  which  comes  direct  from 
the  United  States  in  tank  steamers,  all  the  articles  mentioned  are  im- 
ported through  Hongkong,  because  neither  American  nor  European 
liners  call  at  Swatow.  Hongkong  is  a  free  port,  stocks  are  usually 
available  there  and  may  be  secured  on  short  notice,  and  it  is  only  18 
hours  distant  from  Swatow,  so  that  direct  trade  between  Swatow 
and  America  has  been  discouraged. 

It  is  hardly  advisable  for  American  merchants  who  desire  to  intro- 
duce their   wares   into   Swatow   to   make  direct   connections;   they 
should  be  represented  in  Hongkong,  whence  their  goods  will  reach 
the  whole  of  South  China  through  Chinese  distributors. 
Foreign  Population  and  Firms  in  Swatov/. 

There  were  36  foreign  firms  in  the  Swatow  district  in  1915,  includ- 
ing 1  American,  11  British,  2  French,  3  German,  and  19  Japanese; 
and  70  in  1916,  comprising  1  American,  13  British,  1  French,  4  Ger- 
man, and  51  Japanese.  There  w^as  considerable  Japanese  mercantile 
activity  during  the  past  year,  but  most  of  the  establishments  are 
small  shops. 

The  foreign  residents  of  this  district  numbered  950  in  1915  and 
1,014  in  1916.  The  nationalities  were:  American,  66  in  1915  and  82 
in  1916,  mostly  mission  representatives;  British,  432  and  446; 
French,  25  and  24;  German,  101  and  111;  Japanese,  295  and  309; 
Portuguese.  IT  and  24;  and  Danish.  Dutch,  Italian,  Norwegian,  Eus- 
sian,  and  Swedish  in  smaller  numbers. 
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